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(Abstract)

The Effect of Distinctiveness of
stimulus and Partial Retrieval on Memory

Yoonjae Jung

Department of Psychology Catholic University

The present study is designed to investigate the effect of perceptive, emotional and semantic
distinctiveness on retrieval-induced forgetting(RIF). Experiment 1 was designed to construct a category and
category list for RIF experimental paradigm and to investigate the effects of perceptual distinctness on
retrieval-induced forgetting. It was used for the list consisting of the six categories and six words in each
category list. In controlled conditions, all the stimuli were presented in black and Gothic. In contrast,
perceptual distinctiveness conditions, half of the category list were presented in red and Gungseoche. RIF
was observed in all conditions. Experiment 2 was designed to investigate the effects of semantic and
emotional distinctiveness on retrieval-induced forgetting. In neutral conditions, adjectives related to items
were added. In the emotional distinctiveness condition, half of the items in the category were manipulated
in such a way as to add the negative adjectives. In the semantic distinctiveness condition, half of the
items in the category were manipulated in such a way as to add the inappropriate adjective. As a result,
RIF occurred in the neutral condition, but RIF did not occur in both the emotional discrimination
condition and the semantic discrimination. These results suggest the possibility that the RIF will not occur

when the distinctiveness occurs within a categorical relationship.

Key words : retrieval induced forgetting, RIF, inhibition, distinctiveness, item-specific processing
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