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The Process of Capital Accumulation through Migration in the World-
systems: A Case Study of Korean-Chinese(Chosonjok) Returnee Small
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Abstract : Compared to the significant number of researches on international immigration, there has been
less attention to return migration. This is partly because return migration has been understood as a simple
phenomenon resulted from a successful return with accumulated capital or adaptation failure. Since the
mid-1990s, a large number of Korean-Chinese have migrated to Korea, and recently it became more com-
mon to witness the return of them. This study examines the strategic choice of self-employed Korean-
Chinese returning to Yanbian, Recently, an increasing number of Korean-Chinese starts a small business,

such as restaurants in Yanbian after accumulating capital in Korea. The relatively short stay in Korea is
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not only for saving money to initiate their own business. Rather, they could obtain new business opportu-

nities in Yanbian by using the experiences and networks built in Korea. In short, the return migration of

the Korean-Chinese to Yanbian can be understood as a strategy of capital accumulation utilizing the gap

in the World-systems.

Key Words : Korean-Chinese, Return migration, Yanbian, World-systems
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