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Spaces of Articulated (Non-)Economic Practices and Social Reproduction:
Economic Geographical Perspective to the Marketization in North Korea
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Abstract : The paper aims to identify how North Korean various economic agents respond to the eco-
nomic crisis in North Korea, and how these multiple practices are entangled with its spatiality by through
the questionnaire survey and in-depth interview targeted at North Korean refugees. The paper argues
that it needs to examine the marketization in North Korea in terms of the domesticating recently debated
in economic geography. In this perspective, the marketization in North Korea could be explained not as
a grand project ‘out there’ with hegemonic power, but as various economic agents within their space are
constantly (re)constructed through everyday life practices. Economic agents’ responses to economic crisis,
economic rupture, and economic marginalization could be identified in terms of articulation between
economic and non-economic factors. More specifically, the paper emphasizes everyday life responses are

over-determined by their economic and non-economic factors and its effectiveness is differentiated by
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their power relations.

Key Words : marketization in North Korea, domesticating, everyday life practices, articulation, social

reproduction
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