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ABSTRACT: The North Korean laws on natural environments, land and infrastructure were comprehensively analyzed in
order to help establish the legal system to solve problems of ecosystem and land management in North Korea. The citizen’s
environmental rights in North Korean Constitutional Law emphasize the aspect of conservation of the natural environments.
The laws on the managements of natural environments and land are relatively integrated in North Korea. In the management
of natural environments, ecosystem conservation is centered on designation of natural protected areas. Priority for
infrastructure construction is emphasized in land management. The economic and technical support is needed to build
advanced legal systems for the conservation of natural environments and ecological land management and to improve their
performance of law enforcement.
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Table 1. Overview of national characteristics related to environmental management of North and South Korea (UNSD

2018)

Property North Korea South Korea
Land area (km?) 120,538 100,284
Forest area (% of land area)’ 74.8 63.7
Agricultural area (% of land area)' 15.2 20.1
Population 25,611,000 51,164,000
Population density (/km?) 213 526
Urban population (% of total population) 61.9 81.5
Gross domestic product (GDP, million US$) 16,789 1,411,246
GDP per capita (US$) 665 27,785
CO, emission estimates (million tons/tons per capita) 405/ 1.6 587.2 /1 11.7
Railway (km) 5,287 4,078
Road (km) 26,178 110,091
Terrestrial protected area (%) 24 11.2
Ocean protected area (%) 0 1.6

"Park et al. (2005)
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Table 2. Articles related to ecological environments in the Socialist Constitution of the Democratic People's Republic

of Korea (NIS 2019)

Chapter Article

Provision

Main content

Chapter 2. 21
The Economy

All the natural resources of the country, railways, air transportation,
telecommunications and postal organs, as well as major factories, | natural resources and
enterprises, ports, and banks, shall be owned solely by the state.

State ownership of

infrastructure

Chapter 3. 57 The state shall draw up environmental protection measures before Specification of
The Culture production, preserve and develop the natural environment, and| environmental rights
prevent environmental pollution, thus providing the people with
a modern and hygienic living environment and working conditions.
Chapter 6. 125 The Cabinet shall have the duties and authority to: Specification of
The Executive 7. Organize and execute the work of industries, agriculture, construction, land
Section 5. construction, transportation, telecommunications and post, management and
The Cabinet commerce, trade, land management, city management, education, environmental

other sectors.

science, culture, public health, physical culture and sports, labor| protection as mission
administration, environmental protection, tourism, and various

and authority of the
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Table 3. Natural and ecological protected areas in North Korea (Park et al. 2005)

Category Number Major areas

. 4 Mt. Baekdu (1989), Mt. Guwol (2004), Mt. Myohyang (2009), Mt.
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 5 Chilbo (2014), Mt. Geumgang (2018)
Natural Protection Area 3 Mt. Ogasan, Mt. Gwanmo, Mt. Nangrim,
Natural Park 81 Mt. Geumgang, Mt. Chilbo, Mt. Guwol, Mt. Myohyang, Mt.

Jeongbang, etc.

Plant Protection Area 25 Maengsan Black Pine, Jangsangok, Unbandaisineudai, etc.
Animal Protection Area 25 Mt. Cheonbul, Uam Seal, Rinsan White-bellied Woodpecker, etc.
Migratory Bird Protection Area 24 Mundeok, Sindo, Deokdo Seabird, etc.
Fishery Resources Protection area 26 Yangwhaman, Seoman, Rakweon, Cheongcheongang, etc.

UNESCO (2019)
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