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Abstract The aim of this study was to understand and describe experience of nurses who working in
general hospital located in Gyeongsangnam-do and leading the clinical nursing practice education for
nursing students. A qualitative descriptive method was employed. the data was collected through
in-depth interviews until the data sufficiently reached saturation and analyzed through thematic
analysis method. Three themes, eight categories, and twenty five sub-categories were identified. Three
themes which emerged from data analysis included ‘Growing up with students’, ‘Teaching students
without a compass’, and Balancing in a variety of roles’. The results of this study provide valuable
understanding and knowledge of nurses' experiences in clinical nursing practice education of nursing

students, which leads to improvement of the quality of clinical education for nursing students.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants

Age Working
Participant 9 experience Work place
(year)
(year)

N1 44 20 Regional Public Hospital
N2 38 14 General Hospital
N3 28 5 General Hospital
N4 28 5 General Hospital
N5 26 3 General Hospital
N6 29 6 General Hospital
N7 26 3 General Hospital
N8 29 6 General Hospital
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Table 2. Category and Theme of Experience of Nurses on Clinical Nursing Practicum for Nursing Students

themes

categories

sub—categories

Growing up with
students

Expanding expertise

Having the opportunity to acquire new knowledge

Knowing the lack of knowledge

Sensitive to the latest information

Growing up as a educator

Knowing the joy of teaching

Feel worthwhile seeing a student with improved practical skills

Learning from students

Growing up as a nurse

Feeling(Having) a pride in nursing profession

Rcognization of my abilities by superior

Being proud of play a role of a senior nurse

Teaching students
without a compass

Lack of standardized education
system

Need protocol for nursing practice

Teaching mainly in basic nursing skills.

Lack of eduction on nursing practice guideline for students

Practical contents are not organized and nurses instruct students freely

Insufficient environment for student
education

Observation—oriented practical environment

Difficulty of individual instruction because of many students

Insufficient space for students to practice

Balancing in a variety of
roles

Ambivalence toward students

Dissatisfaction with students who practice mainly on their assignments

Being proud of student actively participating in practice

Feeing pressured to carry out both nursing and student instruction at the
same time

Discomfort that a student is watching when carrying out nursing care

Lack of communication on student
practice between professor-nursing
director-nurse

Due to lack of connection with a teaching professor, nurses do not know
about detail contents of practice

Insufficient specific guidance by nursing director on student instruction for
nursing practice

Need educational nurse dedicated to clinical practice of students

Difficulty between student practice
and patient care

Difficulty to ask patients and their family members to become subjects for
clinical nursing practice

Concern about the possibility of hospital infection caused by students
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