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Abstract Asian Dust is a meteorological phenomenon that sand particles are raised from the
arid and semi-arid regions—Taklamakan Desert, Gobi Desert and Inner Mongolia in China—
and transported by westerlies and deposited on the surface. Asian dust results in a negative
effect on human health as well as environmental, social and economic aspects. For monitoring
of Asian Dust, Korea Meteorological Administration operates 29 stations using a continuous
ambient particulate monitor. Kim et al. (2016) developed an automatic quality check (AQC)
algorithm for objective and systematic quality check of observed PM,, concentration and evalu-
ated AQC with results of a manual quality check (MQC). The results showed the AQC algo-
rithm could detect abnormal observations efficiently but it also presented a large number of false
alarms which result from valid error check. To complement the deficiency of AQC and to
develop an AQC system which can be applied in real-time, AQC has been modulated. Based on
the analysis of instrument status codes, valid error check process was revised and 6 status codes
were further considered as normal. Also, time continuity check and spike check were modified
so that posterior data was not referred at inspection time. Two-year observed PM;, concentra-
tion data and corresponding MQC results were used to evaluate the modulated AQC compared
to the original AQC algorithm. The results showed a false alarm ratio decreased from 0.44 to
0.09 and the accuracy and the probability of detection were conserved well in spite of the exclu-
sion of posterior data at inspection time.
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Table 1. Status codes for three modes (Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc., 2010).
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Global Error Status Warning Status

Operating Status

00  Normal operation 00  Normal operation 00

Normal operation, no error

Sum status of the data

01 01  Maximum pump power 01  Mechanical filter change
and program memory
02 Sum status of sampling 02 Mass limit is exceeded; 02 Plateau check and zero
and measuring system filter change will follow adjustment of the mass (R")
04  Sum status of pressure sensors 04  Not used 04  Not used
. . Relative Humidity .
08  Sum status of air flow regulation 08 > RH Set point + 10% 08  Pump switched off
Manual operation
10 Sum status of the sample heater 10 Not used 10 (off-line, keyboard enabled)
20 Sum status of 20 Compensation of the mass signal 20 Calibration enabled
temperature measurement >+ 5%
Two consecutive plateau checks
40  Reserved 40 are wrong during filter change: - -
RieR; <30% or > 70%
80  Not used 80  Not used 80  Power supply switched on
Table 2. Description of AQC algorithm.
Steps Descriptions
1 Check whether the observed PM;, mass concentration meets the requirements of
(Valid value check) instrumentation limit.
! . ‘ S )
(Valid error check) Check whether the instrument status codes are equal to ‘Normal operation’ or ‘Not used’.
I

(Persistence check)

Check if the PM;, mass concentration during the previous hour has no variability.

v Check if the difference of PM,, concentration between inspection time and the time before
(Time continuity check) and after is out of a certain range.
\Y Check whether the second-order differential coefficient of PM;, mass concentration has
(Spike check) rapid fluctuation.
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Table 3. Station information and number of significant data and percentage of false alarm, normal data considered at MQC and
AQC, and result of AQC.

. Station  Significant False alarm MQC passed AQC passed AQC (%)
Station
type data (%0) (%) (%0) StepI StepII Step III Step IV Step V
1 Ocean 205582 0.5 99.6 98.5 3.2 0.5 - 0.0 0.0
2 Mountain 206349 3.1 99.4 88.7 10.1 3.0 - 0.0 0.1
3 Mountain 203689 0.1 99.6 96.4 6.7 0.1 - - 0.0
4 River 197675 44 99.6 93.6 8.3 44 - 0.0 0.0
5  Ocean 202519 0.8 99.7 96.2 6.7 0.5 - 0.0 0.3
6 Land 204883 0.4 99.6 98.1 4.1 0.4 - 0.0 0.0
7  Ocean 201701 1.3 99.6 89.4 13.4 1.2 - 0.0 0.1
8  Mountain 205098 13.5 99.1 81.7 7.1 13.6 - 0.0 0.1
9  River 207825 0.8 99.6 98.3 2.1 0.8 - 0.0 0.0
10 River 195007 0.3 99.5 98.3 9.2 0.2 - 0.0 0.1
11 Land 208430 0.1 99.6 98.5 2.3 0.1 - 0.0 0.1
12 Ocean 207159 0.1 99.6 99.2 2.1 0.1 - - 0.0
13 Land 204682 0.3 99.5 97.0 5.2 0.4 - 0.0 0.0
14 Land 208329 0.2 99.6 99.1 1.7 0.1 - - 0.0
15 Ocean 205097 0.2 99.5 99.0 33 0.2 - 0.0 0.0
16 Land 207317 7.1 99.5 91.1 3.1 7.1 - - 0.1
17  Land 194355 5.0 99.9 93.8 9.4 5.0 - 0.0 0.0
18  Land 204964 1.1 97.6 97.8 3.6 1.1 - 0.0 0.0
19 Land 198327 0.7 99.6 95.4 9.8 0.7 - 0.0 0.0
20  Mountain 196393 1.1 99.5 90.0 15.9 1.0 - 0.0 0.1
21 Ocean 203891 0.3 99.6 97.8 49 0.3 - 0.0 0.1
22 Ocean 200704 3.1 99.6 93.3 8.3 3.1 - 0.0 0.0
23 Ocean 201748 0.6 99.4 95.1 8.5 0.5 - 0.0 0.1
24 River 206862 0.6 99.6 98.0 3.1 0.6 - - 0.0
25 Ocean 205564 0.5 99.5 98.3 3.4 0.3 - 0.0 0.2
26  Ocean 197823 2.9 99.6 93.7 9.6 2.8 - 0.0 0.2
27  River 201757 6.1 99.6 91.7 6.4 6.1 - - 0.0

Table 4. Frequency for each status code and its ratio of false alarm from 2013 to 2014.

Cod Global error status Warning status Operating status

ode Total False alarm Ratio Total False alarm Ratio Total False alarm  Ratio
00 5443329 164195 3.0 5327020 45879 0.9 5430227 173202 3.2
01 5 0 0.0 2 2 100.0 554 521 94.0
02 10660 1338 12.6 2 2 100.0 2482 2439 98.3
04 597 248 41.5 - - - 24187 624 2.6
08 10859 8299 76.4 33481 31703 94.7 11462 1972 17.2
10 15081 14209 94.2 - - - 16380 15539 94.9
20 7665 5532 72.2 45655 44804 98.1 4593 4081 88.9
40 - - - 77121 70329 91.2

80 - - - - - 5 0 0.0
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Table 5. Status codes which frequency records high false alarm for each station.
) High false alarm status code
Station

000800 002000 004000 080000 100000 200000

1 11 738 4 77 18 10

2 1354 4804 - 117 1376 -

3 8 98 - 31 3 -

4 4783 3941 1426 300 2740 -

5 26 162 4165 402 18 -

6 32 638 2386 48 31 -

7 6 2302 1909 187 6 -

8 12132 4764 3 9 10326 2657

9 8 1093 890 278 8 -

10 11 364 6 11 11 -

11 5 10 333 6 24 -

12 13 8 4 13 13 -

13 3 390 - 54 3 -

14 1 180 - 57 - -

15 6 27 1 145 5 -

16 7 7309 4 2374 4 -

17 2415 6994 - 158 1 -

18 4 2085 - 213 - -

19 6 1387 19311 2 2 -

20 1302 808 1626 185 43 -

21 234 1 1 41 - -

22 1897 466 - 3409 3 -

23 5 672 31638 5 5 -

24 - 1068 - 51 - -

25 15 347 1 35 15 -

26 28 1901 1 25 428 4989

27 9641 3179 13412 4 70 -
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Fig. 1. Hourly frequencies of each status code; (a) 000800, (b) 002000, (c) 004000, (d) 080000, (¢) 100000 and (f) 200000.
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Table 6. Mean and standard deviation of observed PM;, concentration for the normal status code and six status codes at the

representative stations.

Station 8 16

23

22

8 26

Status code  Normal 000800 Normal 002000 Normal 004000 Normal 080000 Normal 100000 Normal 200000

PM, (ugm™) 46+40 5440 38+27 43+26 33+28 23+26 34+30 2725 46+40 63+37 39+31 1011

Table 7. Dropout rates of 6 status codes on each AQC step in using revised algorithm.

Status code Step 1 Step 11 Step 111 Step IV Step V Normal
000800 1781 5 30 120 32017
002000 454 637 3 80 44562
004000 6618 133 10 311 70049
080000 254 2172 11 19 5781
100000 844 29 14 117 14149
200000 1764 249 - 136 5507

Table 8. Skill scores of AQC algorithms for all stations.
Accuracy Probability of detection False alarm ratio Critical success index

Kim et al. (2016) 0.979 0.985 0.423 0.572

Revised step II algorithm 0.997 0.974 0.088 0.891

Real-time algorithm 0.997 0.975 0.080 0.899
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