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Abstract

The Japanese colonial authority investigated and institutionalized Korea’s cultural properties for the
purpose of governance. This process was conducted by Japanese officials and scholars, and systematized after
making some changes. The Reservation Rule (1916) and the cultural properties designated in 1934 were actually
the starting point for Korea’s current cultural property policy.

In the view of lineup of ‘committee’ that consider all of cultural property and changing of ‘cultural property
list’, this study discusses the cultural property policy implemented by Joseon’s Government-General, which can
be summarized as follows.

First, Joseon’s Government-General formed a committee (Preservation Society) to formulate the cultural
property policy, and had the policy implemented by appointing Governor officials who accounted for more
than half the total number of officials of the institution. Although some Koreans were concerned about this,
they had no influence on the matter.

Second, the cultural properties listed by Joseon’s Government-General are divided into three periods
according to the lists. The compilation of the first list was led by Sekino Tadashi, who represented the grading
system (1909~1916); while that of the second list (1917~1933) was led by Guroita Gatsumi, who represented
listing (1917~1933). Guroita Gatsumi tried to erase Sekino Tadashi’s list by formulating the cultural property
policy and the list - a situation that was revealed in the system and the actual contents of the list. The third list
was made as a list of designated cultural properties in 1934. This list also reflected the results of Sekino Tadashi
investigation of the important cultural properties at existing temples that had been excluded from the previous
regulations (1934~1945). In this way, a basic framework for the listing of Korean cultural properties was

established in 1934,
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