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Abstract

This study investigated the differential effects of childhood trauma, especially neglect, emotional abuse, and
physical abuse on stress perception in relation to the ToM (theory of mind), among one-hundred and fifty five
college students. For this purpose, self-reported childhood neglect, emotional abuse, physical abuse, and stress levels
during the previous week were measured. Social cognition was measured using a ToM questionnaire which asked
respondents to guess the intentions of the person in each vignette by providing additional hints. In order to examine
the predicting role of childhood trauma and mediating role of ToM, two distinct structural models assuming full
(Model 1) and partial (Model 2) mediational effects were compared using structural equation modeling. The partial
mediational model was supported and the main results were as follows. First, childhood neglect indirectly predicted
stress perception through the effect of the ToM. Second, childhood emotional abuse directly predicted stress
perception. Third, childhood physical abuse had no distinct effect on stress perception. Finally, the limitations of

this study and the implications for future studies are discussed.
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Table 2. The parsimonious and goodness of fit of structural models

Model x Z/df df xZdf GFI CFI NFI NNFI  RMSEA
Model 1(full mediation) 133.82 60 2.23 88 95 92 93 .09
Model 2(partial mediation) 105.35 59 1.79 .90 .97 .94 .96 .07

Table 3. Total, direct, and indirect effects of final model(Model 2, partial mediation)

A=

total effect direct effect indirect effect

childhood neglect theory of mind

childhood physical abuse theory of mind
childhood emotional abuse theory of mind
theory of mind stress perception
childhood neglect stress perception

childhood physical abuse stress perception

el bl

childhood emotional abuse stress perception

18 18 -
.09 .09 -
.08 .08 -
.20 .20 -
12 - 12
.08 - .01
40 38 .02
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