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A Study on How Social Comparison Between Players on Mobile Puzzle SNG When
Competeing on leaderboard, Affect the Competition and Chllenge
- Focused on Self-Evaluation maintenance model -
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Abstract The biggest characteristic of Social Network Game(SNG) is that games are played
through competition and cooperation with the actual acquaintances based on SNS, Even though
such competition and challenge spirit have been dealt importantly as preceding factors having
influence on the flow in games in the existing game area, it is rare to find researches deeply
considering the characteristics of ranking competition between acquaintances in SNG,
Moreover, it was not considered that such acquaintances could be the targets of competition
and also challenge at the same time in SNG, Therefore, this study examined the
achievements(big differences in ranking, small differences in ranking) of the targets for
comparison and closeness(strong ties, weak ties) with the targets for comparison as factors
having influence on competition and challenge spirit, and also empirically analyzed the
influence of such factors and interactions between factors on players’ competition and
challenge spirit in the ranking competitive society, by analyzing the characteristics of ranking
competition between acquaintances in the mobile puzzle, SNG based on SNS through the
analysis on the preceding research on the self—evaluation maintenance model of the social
comparison theory, In the results, when preferentially exposing competitors with small
difference in ranking and also exposing competitors with stronger ties, players’ competition is
stimulated, so that it can improve their challenge spirit, Such results of this study can be
expected to a lot contribute to the actual design work of SNG ranking table contents,

& 4/o]: mobile games, mobile social network games,competition, challenge, social comparison theory,
self-evaluation maintenancemodel, tiestrength theory
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