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Research Methodology for Korean Engineers

Han, Kyonghee

ABSTRACT

To explore the history of Korean engineers, one must navigate the field answering
to the question of who engineers are. This is not an easy task because, behind
the English expression of engineer, there are various names and even histories
pertaining to technology related actors in East Asian countries including South
Korea, and the meaning and status of these names are different from one another,
Thus, the process and method of answering to the question of who engineers are
becomes the path to understanding the history of Korean engineers. This study,
therefore, attempts to suggest research questions that should be raised to study
Korean engineers and to find research methodology suited for addressing those
questions, Until now, not enough efforts have been made to create and expand
interdisciplinary discussions and contacts for this area of study. This study has
some theoretical difficulties of having to combine concepts with different
problematique. Nevertheless, it aims to discuss how to conduct research, what
questions should be posed to analyze the construction of Korean engineers and
what research methodologies are suitable for such research, based on previous
researches conducted in the field of social science. Answers to the quest are
sought through genealogy, conceptual history, actor—network theory, and the

notion of techno—national formation.

Key terms | Korean Engineer, Engineering History, Genealogy, Conceptual History,
Actor—Network, Techno—National Formation
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