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The Structure and Pathway in which Perceived Social Support, Coping
Strategy and Acculturative Attitude of Marriage-based Immigrant
Women influences Acculturative Stress
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Abstract This study was intended to identify path structures through pathway analysis with an emphasis on the
cognitive elements that influence the acculturative stress of marriage-based immigrant women. The results of the
study were designed to establish a foundation for practical measures and policies to support marriage-based immigrant
women to adjust their lives in the culture. This study has established research model on the path structure according
to the psychological stress theory as to how social support, coping strategy, and acculturative attitude recognized as
a cognitive element of marriage-based immigrant women on the acculturative stress and implement practical
verification. In addition, control variables for the use of ages, education level, period of marriage, and income level
of socio-demographic variables were analyzed. To obtain data for the study, convenience sampling and snowball
sampling of marriage-based immigrant women that resided in the area of C and J were conducted simultaneously
through surveys and applied to the analysis of 204 cases. Analysis of the path structure of influence of social support,
coping strategies, and acculturative attitudes that were perceived as a cognitive element of marriage-based immigrant
women influencing acculturative stress revealed that these factors were specifically weighted towards acculturative.
Moreover, comprehensive acculturative attitude was identified as a crucial variable reducing the effects of
acculturative stress during the acculturative procedures of marriage-based immigrant women. This assumes that
establishing and performing policies supporting co-existence of homeland cultures of marriage-based immigrant
women and Korean cultures might be an efficient action for dealing with acculturative stress rather than forcing them
to adjust to Korean culture.
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Table 4. Homogeneity of First Model and Modified

model

x3(df) | GFI |RMSEA| NFI | CFI | NNFI | SMC
271.027

A (dF=2748) 0.921 | 0.490 | 0.960 | 0.756 | 0.937 | 0.182
254.128

B (dF=2679) 0.927 | 0.504 | 0.969 | 0.813 | 0.936 | 0.182

N=204
A: First Model , B: Modified model(exclusion ‘Age’)
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Social supp

79), p=.000,
CFI=0.813, MIJFI=0.936
“p<.05, Tp<.01, TTp<.001

GF1=0.927, RMSEA=0.504, 1JFI=0.969.

Fig. 3. Final Research Model
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Table 5. Path and Effect analysis

Direct Indirect Total

Path Eff. | Efi(t) | Eff
Education—Coping pro. 299 - 299
Education—Acculturative stress 202 | -.022(1.29) | .180
Marriage-dur—Coping pro. 269 - 269
Marriage-dur—Acculturation att. 272 - 272
Marriage-dur—Acculturative stress - -.085(1.52) | -.085
Income—Coping pro. 377 - 377
Income— Acculturation att. 259 - 259

Income— Acculturative stress - -.090(2.00) | -.090

Social supp—Coping pro. 192 - 192

Social supp—Acculturation att. 203 .057(1.50) | .260

Social supp—Acculturative stress - -.063(2.03) | -.063

Coping pro.—Acculturative stress - -.072(2.40) | -.072

Acculturation att.—Acculturative stress| -.242 - -242
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