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The Effect of Social Trust on Risk Perception
: Focused on the Seoul Citizens’ Perception
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the effect of social trust on risk perception. In other
words, I tried to analyze empirically how the generalized trust about other people they have
based on subjective perception of Seoul citizens affects the perception of risk factors. First, the
risk factors that Seoul citizens face in everyday life are classified into five categories: natural
disaster, technical disaster risk, economic risk, social disintegration risk and health risk. Then,
the influence of social trust on each of these risk perception was analyzed by multiple regression
model. The results show that social trust has a statistically significant negative impact on all
types of risk perception. These results imply that social trust makes low-risk assessments of
various risk factors around people. The implication of this study is that the responsibility for risk
is given to the central and local governments in the modern risk society. In order to prevent
effective risk, it is necessary to make efforts to promote social trust through various activities
together with efforts to prevent the spread of unfounded risk will be. And trust among people
also promotes cooperation in coping with risks, so it is necessary to promote communication and
mutual understanding that can build trust among people in their daily life.
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