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The Intention during the Interaction
between Infants and Their Teachers while Playing Freely
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify what teachers interaction is who try to develop their
infants, by examining the intention of beginning the interaction between teachers and their
infants, while playing freely at a child care center. The author used a qualitative research method.
The subjects of this study are nine infants and three teachers. The author videotaped all the
session focusing on the interactions between teachers and their infants. The author observed all
the sessions for three months. The author also interviewed the teachers. She also collected the
manual of the target daycare centers, its study plans, its observation logs, and the observation
logs of the infants’ activities and analyzed them. The intention of infants’ interaction with their
teachers is to know how to play by using some toys. A second intention is to see the contents
of the picture book related to the daily routine. A third intention is to satisfy emotional needs.
The intention of teachers interaction with their infants while playing freely is to help explore
things and try to play. Another intention is to make a transition from teacher-centered play to
infant-centered one. A third intention is to pacify infants expressing thoughts by crying. A future
research which will increase the quality of the interactions and will be helpful for the
development of infants and will focus on infants will be needed.
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