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Abstract The objective of this study was to investigate the problem behavior and its convergent factors in
out-of-school adolescents, with a focus on gender differences. This study was a secondary data analysis study using
out-of-school adolescents research data at Busan women and family development institute. The study was conducted
in a total of 499 out-of-school adolescents (337 males, 162 females). The type of the 8 problem behaviors (run away
from home, drop out, prostitution, violence, internet game addiction, theft, drug addiction, and smoking) were
identified. The collected data were analyzed with multiple logistic regression. Among the problem behaviors of the
participants, internet game addiction and theft were more significantly high in male out-of-school adolescents than
female out-of-school adolescents. In internet game addiction, male out-of-school adolescents were 1.90 times higher
than female out-of-school adolescents (p=.008, 95% CI=1.18-3.06). In theft, male out-of-school adolescents were
1.92 times higher than female out-of-school adolescents (p=.006, 95% CI=1.21-3.03). When the social measures were
provided for those adolescents, a distinguished approach is required depending on the problem behavior and gender.
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Table 1. Comparison of general characteristics according to gender among out—of—school adolescents

Cohabiting parents
SD, Standard deviation.

Age
Grade
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Table 3. Gender effects on type of problem behaviors among out—of—school adolescents

OR, Odds ratio; Cl, Confidence interval.

Gender (Female)

Violence (Yes)
addiction (Yes)
Drug addiction
(Yes)

Smoking (Yes)

Internet game
Theft (Yes)
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