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Abstract

Objective: The purpose of the study was to explore early childhood teachers’ content knowledge and
knowledge level on unification education through an analysis of a concept map (Novak & Gowin, 1984).
Methods: The subjects, including 65 early childhood teachers in a metropolitan area, were asked to draw
concept maps illustrating their understanding of unification education for young children. The collected concept
maps were analyzed using the methods utilized by Novak and Gowin (1984) as well as You and Kim (2018).
Results: In terms of early childhood teachers’ content knowledge, 282 superordinate concepts and 1,766
subordinate concepts were shown. The 282 superordinate concepts were categorized into 7 representative
superordinate concepts: understanding of North Korean, understanding of separation/unification, identification as
Korean citizen, unification policy, relationship between South Korea & North Korea, educational activities,
connection with home and society. In terms of early childhood teachers’ knowledge level, the numbers of
subordinate concepts and hierarchical level were shown to be varied according to the 7 representative
superordinate concepts.

Conclusion/Implications: Discussions were included to support and enhance early childhood teachers’ content
knowledge on unification education for young children through the development of comprehensive programs

and teacher education.
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