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Invited Clinical Trials: Biocapital, Ethical Variability,
and the Industrialization of Clinical Trial in Korea

Song, Hwasun * Park, Buhm Soon

ABSTRACT

South Korea has recently emerged as one of the leading countries conducting
clinical trials, Seoul, for instance, is now ranked at the top of the list among
the cities in the world, This paper examines the rapid growth of research
involving human subjects in Korea, not just from the economic perspective
(e.g., the growth of global pharmaceutical markets and the subsequent increase in the demand
for clinical trials), but from the policy perspective (e.g., the government's drive to support
and promote this field as a new industry). The industrialization of clinical trials in
Korea has manifested itself in the rise of international Contract Research
Organizations (CRO) doing their business in Korea. They are, figuratively
speaking, invited to Korea by the government.

This paper intends to uncover and discuss the bioethical issues concerning
research on human subjects, the issues that tend to be set aside merely
as procedural ones like “workable documents”, To this end, it investigates
the practice of clinical trials by collecting hitherto unherad voices from
patient—volunteers, physician—researchers, CRO employees, and government
officials. This paper also explores the themes of “ethical variability” and
“biocapital” in order to compare and constrast the case in Korea with those

in other countries,

Key terms | clinical trial, CRO, informed consent, biocapital, ethical variability,
bioethics
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