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Key Issues on Long-Term Care Hospitals in Korea
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This study reviews the advent of long-term care (LTC) hospitals and its key issues in Korea. For analysis, enforcement ordinances and
enforcement rules related to LTC hospitals were reviewed. Official statistic data were used for quantitative analysis and Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development data were utilized for comparative analysis. Various references and expert interviews
were conducted for status analysis. As of 2016, the number of LTC hospitals was 1,386 and the number of beds were 246,373. It
showed the trend of increasing medical care costs and the cost of care at LTC hospitals increasing from 998.8 billion Korean won in
2008 to 4,745.6 billion Korean won in 2016, accounting for 7.3% of the total National Health Insurance expenditure. From the soci-
etal perspective, several issues were pointed out within the current health care system related to LTC hospitals: establishment of
roles, concerns about the increase in medical expenses, and the quality of medical personnel.
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Table 15 HWH 7P 2 &2 ABAH|AE B R 5h= ¢

Table 1. Categories of long-term care hospital patients and medical
fees and average LOS by categories

Category Medical fee (Korean won)  Average LOS (day)
Mostly medically needed 52,250 (3.6) 63.2
Highly medically needed 43557 (20.2) 88.7
Moderately medically needed 41,310(21.1) 86.7
Lightly medically needed 39,770(1.7) 86.5
Behavior problem 39,580 (15.0) 776
Cognitive disability 38,790(34.6) 105.9
Physical dysfunction 27,127(3.9) 546

Values are presented as number (%) or number.
LOS, length of stay.
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Appendix 1.Categories of long-term care hospital patients and medical fees and average length of stay by categories
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ADL, activities of daily living.
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