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A Comparative Analysis of EU GDPR with Privacy Laws in South Korea

Kim Sung Hyun®*, Lee Chang Moo™*

ABSTRACT

The GDPR implemented since 25 May 2018 is common to all EU Member States and is legally binding. It is also
important and legally valuable in that it takes into account the latest trends related to privacy protection. The
purpose of this study is to propose a comprehensive review and improvement direction of the personal information
protection laws in South Korea through a comparative analysis of EU GDPR and privacy related laws in South
Korea. As a result of this study, the differences between the GDPR and privacy related laws in South Korea are
Definition of personal sensitive information, Right to data portability, Data protection officer, Transfers of personal
data to third countries, Supervisory authority, and Punishment, etc. The differences in these regulations were
necessary to protect the rights and interests of data subjects and to properly handle personal information of personal
information controllers. Therefore, based on the results of the comparative analysis of this study and suggestions on
improvement direction of the law related to personal information protection, it is expected that it will contribute to

the overall inspection and improvement of the law related to personal information protection in South Korea.

Key words : EU GDPR, Privacy Laws, Personal Information Protection, Regulation, Comparative Analysis
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