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An Overview on China's Recent Air Pollution Regulation and
Management Policy

Min Uk Choi*

ABSTRACT : Rapid economic growth, urbanization, and industrialization of China have tremendously
degraded the overall quality of living environments, especially the air quality, not only negatively
affecting Chinese people but also impacting citizens of neighboring countries, namely Korea. The
Chinese government has invested much effort to regulate the air pollution due to burning coal through
introducing strict environmental monitoring policies and aggressive implementation. This paper presents
an overview of Chinese air pollution prevention policy due to burning coal, and the associated trends and
specifics of institutional arrangements regarding air pollutant emission regulations. It turns out that the
policies have become stricter than before; some polices are geared towards enforcing extra regulation at
the regional level. It is expected that the regulation will become stricter in the future. However, the actual
contribution and feasibility of such policies must be analyzed based on sound science. The policies seem
to care little about influencing the air quality of Korea, and this has to be improved. In order to do so, it is
important to strengthen environmental cooperation between Korea and China, and better yet to research
on not only the air quality but also the associated fields, such as energy, industrial technology, and global

environmental governance.
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