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A Study on the Perception of International Healthcare Development Cooperation of
Korean Medicine Students for Competency—based Clinical Herbology Education

Hyun—Seok Kim#, Un—ho Yang#, Chang—su Na"

College of Korean Medicine, Dongshin University

ABSTRACT

Objectives . This study was aimed to assess the current educational environment of herbology and the possibility of
collaborative learning of herbology with another discipline, This study will present information that can be used to

find the direction of further researches and can be applied to the education of herbology.
Methods : An online questionnaire was developed with and sent through SurveyMonkey to 242 korean medicine college

students in Korea, The questionnaire comprised questions pertaining to herbology education in Korean Medicine

universities and international healthcare cooperation education, The validity and reliability of the questionnaire were

evaluated, and Spearman’ s correlation coefficients for two types of questions were evaluated.

Results : Among the questions about herbology education, those regarding the necessity of learning clinical cases using
herbal medicines for preventing infectious diseases were scored the highest, Students were mostly interested in the
effects and indications of herbal drugs. Even students answered they did not learn about official development assistance,
79.85% students answered that they were interested in careers related with the international cooperation or willing to

participate in the international cooperation, Three types of correlations showed a statistically significant correlation,
Conclusions : This study suggests that herbology education about its effects and indications needs further improvement

for competency—based education, Furthermore, herbology can play a critical role in competency—based education for

Korean medicine students if a well—designed career program is developed for them,
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Table 1. Category, Type of question, Factor loading and Cronbach’ s alpha of Questionnaire

Factor Cronbach’ s
Cate; e of Questions .
B Typ B loading alpha
Necessity of “the revision and supplementation of "Herbology, curriculum
.. . — 0.726
of Korean Medicine universities
Revision demand Necessity of learning herbal medicines from foreign countries 0.714
s
of Hel.‘bologyJ Necessity of learning clinical cases using herbal medicines from south korea 0 897 0.772
curriculum at foreign countries, if those exist :
Necessity of learning clinical cases using herbal medicines for preventing 0 747
infectious diseases, if those exist .
Possibility of contributing international cooperation system as a Korean 0 804
International Medicine university student :
cooperation: 0.603
participation demand Interest in careers related with the international cooperation or willingness 0 850

to participate the international cooperation

*meaning high validity if factor loading= +0.5
**meaning high reliability if Cronbach’ s alpha=>0.6
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Table 2. Basic characteristics of respondents
Gender Number of respondent(%)
Male 76(58.91%)
53(41,19%)

Female

Number of respondent(%)
14(10.85%)
23(17.83%)
35(27.13%)
32(24.81%)
25(19.83%)

Year in School

(Premedical) Second
(Medical) First
(Medical) Second
(Medical) Third
(Medical) Fourth
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Table 3. Survey Results of Questions about "Herbology,

ek 2 KOICA B4 F7|dgke] Az a3 F shtgl
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Questions about "Herbology, Very high High Low Very low  Mean*SD
_ Necessity of “the revision and supplementation of = gga5 a0y 93480 47%) 6(2.33%)  1(0.78%) 8.33+0.561
Herbology, curriculum of Korean Medicine universities
Necessity of learning herbal medicines from foreign countries 124(28.68%) 234(60.47%) 28(10.85%) 0(0.0%) 3.18+0.605
Necessity of learning chmca.l cases us%ng herbal med%cmes 216(41.86%) 207(53.49%) 192(4.65%) 00.0% 8.37+0.574
from south korea at foreign countries, if those exist
Necessity of learning clinical cases using herbal medicines 998(44.19%) 192(49 61%) 14(5.43%) 1(0.78%) 3.40%0.592

for preventing infectious diseases, if those exist

*participants: 127

**A 4—point Likert scale (1—4) was used. Statistics are expressed as mean=(SD)
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Fig 1. Result of the survey on KM university students’ interested
part of Herbology.

As a result of the survey, the effects(single herbal drug, multiple
compound) of the herb was scored 108, which is the most
highest among 5 questions.
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Table 4. Survey Results of Questions about Official Development Assistance

Questions about Official Development Assistance Yes No Mean+SD
Possibility of contributing }gternat}onal. cooperation 267(68.99%) 80(31.01%) 2.69+0.464
system as a Korean Medicine university student
Questions about Official Development Assistance Very high High Low Very low Mean = SD
Interest in careers related with the international
cooperation or willingness to participate the 108(20.94%) 228(58.91%) 48(18.60%) 2(1.55%) 2.99+0.679

international cooperation

*participants: 127

Table 5. Correlation between questions about "Herbology; and Official Development Assistance

Interest in careers related with the international cooperation or
willingness to participate the international cooperation

Necessity of learning herbal medicines from foreign countries

rho=0.250 p=0.004

Necessity of learning clinical cases using herbal medicines from
south korea at foreign countries, if those exist

rho=0.293 p=0.001

Necessity of learning clinical cases using herbal medicines for
preventing infectious diseases, if those exist

rho=0,303 p=0,000

*rho: correlation value **p is significant when p<0.005
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