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Critical Review of Innovation Governance Research

Ji-Eun Seong

Abstract : This study examines the major changes of research about science and
technology administrative system and innovation governance, and suggests future
direction through critical review. The subjects of the analysis are papers of such as
Korean Public Administration Review, Journal of Technology Innovation and policy
reports and government documents published by national research institutes. As a result
of the analysis, the research itself has evolved from the part of the government
organization to the unique field and main focused historical, normative, comparative
analysis and institutional approach. In addition, coordination and integration of science
and technology policies have been regarded as important issues in research, and
innovation system (NIS) and governance perspectives have begun to be reflected in
research. However, it reveals some issues such as small government theory vs big
government theory, governance theory vs control tower theory, and shows limitations in
problem definition and solution inconsistency, and lack of grand and detailed discourse.
Future challenges include the pursuit of evolutionary rationality, the pursuit of diversity
in multidimensional research and methods, development of korean policy theory and

securing universality.

Key Words : Science and technology administrative system, Innovation governance

research, Critical review, Historical and institutional approach
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