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A Study on Heart-Mind of Daesoon Thought

from the Perspective of Neo-Confucianism: Focused on
Numinous Emptiness, Wise-awakening, and Divine Beings

48"

Choi Chi-bong. Researcher, Asia Research Center of Religions.

Abstract: This study aims to look into Daesoon Thought from the perspective
of Neo-Confiicianism. Numinous emptiness (Jfi%%), wise-awakening (%1), and
divine beings (/i'¥]) in the Scripture of the Black Tortoise (Hyeonmu-gyeong)
are often mentioned as characteristics of the mind in Neo-Confucianism
Accordingly, this research take up the ‘Che-Yong (substance, & and function,
FH) of mind by classifying numinous emptiness as Origin-Substance (AH%),
wise-awaking as function, and divine beings as subjects. Numinous emptiness
enables an individual to have been born with Li (Pf!) of Taegeuk (i),
which is a mandate from Heaven and the nature of humanity; whereas one
embodies spirit and brightness mind based on Origin-Substance. This numinous
emptiness of mind is precisely the mind-spirit.

Wise-awakening is a function of mind, which actually awakens numinous
emptiness () and objects (5%). The mind which realizes the Li of Taegeuk as
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numinous emptiness is conscientiousness and can be taken as a Dao-Mind.
The mind which desires objects refers to the Human Mind or a selfish motive.
Such propensity in terms of wise-awakening determines the state of mind. One
should reach the state of a quiet mind by wisely awakening through the
scripture.  Divine beings correspond to metaphysical Origin-Substance and
physical objects respectively. In addition, they comprehend all and preside over
wise-awakening as subjects. The subject recognizes wise-awakening and
responds to it.

Mind is a path traveled upon by divine beings as they enter and exit. In
this regard, the human mind refers to the organ used by immanent deities,
which accunulates physical senses, innermost mental processes, and awakened
activities. Furthermore, Transcendental deities also come in and out through
mental correspondence, leading to changes in one’s physical constitution or
personality.

This paper focuses on the mind perceived in Daesoon Thought as
follows: first, besides the existing spiritual perspective, the research takes a
view on surveying numinous emptiness, wise-awakening, and divine beings
in Neo-Confucianism. Secondly, the Che-Yong of mind is closely looked
into by means of innate numinous emptiness as Che and wise-awakening as
Yong. Lastly, the essence, energy, and divinity as well as spiritual soul and
physical soul are mentioned according to the concept of an immanent deity.
The paper also clarifies the fact that divine beings preside over the mind
as subjects.

Key words: Daesoon Thought, Zhu Xi, Mind, Numinous Emptiness, Wise-
awakening, Divine Beings, Mind-spirit, Essence, Energy and
Divinity, Mind-spirit, Immanent Deity
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