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Abstract

The Air Space System and UVA’s Regulation in Japanese Civil

Aeronautics Act

Young-Ju Kim*

An amendment to Japanese Civil Aeronautics Act came into effect December 10,
2015. The Act prohibits flying drones over residential areas or areas surrounding
an airport without permission from the Minister of Land, Infrastructure and
Transportation. Flying drones during night time and during an event is also
prohibited. The term “UAV” or “UA” means any aeroplane, rotorcraft, glider or
airship which cannot accommodate any person on board and can be remotely or
automatically piloted (Excluding those lighter than a certain weight (200 grams).

Any person who intends to operate a UAV is required to follow the operational
conditions listed below, unless approved by the Minister of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism; (i) Operation of UAVs in the daytime, (ii) Operation of
UAVs within Visual Line of Sight (VLOS), (iii) Maintenance of a certain
operating distance between UAVs and persons or properties on the ground/ water
surface, (iv) Do not operate UAVs over event sites where many people gather,
(v) Do not transport hazardous materials such as explosives by UAV, (vi) Do not
drop any objects from UAVs. Requirements stated in “Airspace in which Flights
are Prohibited” and “Operational Limitations” are not applied to flights for search
and rescue operations by public organizations in case of accidents and disasters.

This paper analyzes some issues as to regulations of UAVs in Korean Aviation
Safety Act by comparing the regulations of UAVs in Japanese Civil Aeronautics

Act. This paper, also, offers some implications and suggestions for regulations of

* Associate Professor, Department of International Trade, Daegu University.
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UAVs under Korean Aviation Safety Act.

Key words : Japanese Civil Aeronautics Act, Air Space System, Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle, UAV





