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A Study of the Impacting Factors on Sharing Illegal
Digital Contents and Copyright Cognition
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Abstract

In order to reduce the spread of illegal digital contents, many studies have been focusing on how to
stop it through laws and regulations. Only few of the studies tried to explain the illegal behaviors from
individual's viewpoints. This paper aims to examine the intention of sharing illegal digital contents over
the Internet and proposes a theoretical model based on the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) along with
the introduction of two outcome expectations. We also argue that the individuals' cognition of online copyright
will influence individuals” illegal contents sharing on the Internet. We have collected data from online survey
and offline interview. By empirical study, the results support the theoretical model except the subjective
norm which has no effect on individuals™ behavior. This is a different finding from the previous researches
revealing that the subjective norm has no effect on individuals™ unethical actions. Overall, the findings provide
strong confirmation that attitude, self-efficacy and outcome expectations impact on individual’s intention
of sharing illegal contents. In addition, this study proposed an improved cognition of online copyright through
education and standard of new media management will reduce illegal contents sharing on Internet.
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Table 1> Survey Items and References
Construct Definition Survey items References
« Attitudes of illegal content sharing among
Attitude for | The degree of positive or| acquaintances. . _

. X . ) . . Ajzen et al.[1985]
sharing negative feelings about | ¢ Attitudes towards illegal content sharing rather Bock et al.[2005]
illegal sharing illegal online than commercial use. Lee and Pafk[2011]
contents content * The attitude of sharing illegal content within

a closed community.
* Many people share illegal content around.
Subjecti The degree of perceived | * Some people around you are encouraging you| Ajzen et al.[2004]
ubjective . .
norm social pressure on illegal| to share. Chang and Woo[2010]
content sharing behavior | * People around you think that it is OK to share| Kim and Kim[2011]
illegal content.
Your thoughts on vour I know a lot about illegal downloading sites. | Ajzen et al.[2002; 2004]
Independent abli]lrit t:gexe te ané * I know how to share illegal content. Kim and Kim[2013]
Variables | Self-efficacy W cute. + It is not technically difficult for me to share Cronan and
organize your own illegal
content sharing behavior. contents. . Al-Rafeel2007]
‘|« It is easy for me to copy contents illegally. Zhang et al.[2010]
Communit The degree of expected |+ It helps to activate and develop community. Compeau and
outcomey benefit for the community | « Helpful to the public interest. Higgins[1999]
expectations from illegal content |« It's good for the community to share a lot of| Chiu et al.[2006]
D sharing behavior. content. Hsu et al.[2007]
* Help build my reputation.
Individual The degree of expected |* Helps in the formation of a human network. Compeau and
benefit to individual from |+ Helps with intimacy and interaction with people. Higgins[1999]
outcome . . . . . .
expectations illegal content sharing |« It gives me economic benefit. Chiu et al.[2006]
D behavior. * Cooperation and benefits with community Hsu et al.[2007]
members.
Individuals’ Copyright awareness . ilngruer;l;eznhne copyright scope should be
Moderating | cognition of of online content in ' . . Chon[2006],
. . . . * Internet culture can be developed if online
Variables online accordance with copyright . L Chang and Woo[2010]
copyright OIS copyrlght protection 1s Str(.)ng..
’ * Online illegal content sharing is not allowed.
« If it is not related with copyright issues, I am
willing to share the content.
. « ] have an intention to share contents constantly
Intention of . . .
Dependent charin Intention to share with community members.
e . g illegal content online with | I have an intention to share illegal content when| Bock et al.[2005]
Variables |illegal digital .
ontents others. they need it.
¢ * I encourage others to share illegal content.
* [ intend to share the contents I have received
to acquaintances.
(1) TPB M9l : EHIHZX ZF EHET, FHY SAsAT SATELS A e By
e, W7l 552 2eby FHEE ARG Az, 4 ol
eotolge] BYBUx FHAE Bl E o] opdw BHTHzE Fhot AL
T el EHEd= FadlEel o MEha Aoy, HE AFUY QoAM=
@A) FAeIt R4 Aol YRR 4o ByzuzoE Fhes AL WA A%
SISt Ajzen et al.[1985], Bock et al.[2005], 2 FAs9
Lee and Park[2011] & Aol A AAH = FHA S SRl B I
4 FgE5s Fuste T I FES AT gzl tiel zpalo] 2| 7hgh Abs] A Qfele] 'R
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(Table 2) Reliability Test

Variable Ttems Cronbach’s Alpha
1. Attitude for sharing illegal contents 3 0.847
2. Subjective norm 3 0.758
3. Self-efficacy 4 0.867
4. Community outcome expectations 3 0.806
5. Individual outcome expectations 5 0.864
6. Cognition of online copyright 3 0.713
7. Intention of sharing illegal digital contents 5 0.836
(Table 3> Factor Analysis
. Factor Loading
Factor Item Communality
1 2 3 4 5
Attitude for AT 1 0.730 0.105 0.062 0.125 0.815 0.187
sharing illegal AT 2 0.849 0.046 -0.013 0.026 0.915 0.095
contents AT 3 0.754 0.007 0.084 0.334 0.783 0.152
Subiecti SN 1 0.601 -0.093 0.213 0.128 0.051 0.726
jective SN 2 0.650 0.052 0.144 ~0.009 0.140 0.779
form SN 3 0.793 0.090 0.115 ~0.059 0.229 0.846
SE 1 0.701 0.148 0.806 0.007 -0.010 0.172
Selfeffi SE 2 0.791 0.072 0.862 -0.009 0.076 0.190
ety 1 sE 3 0.780 -0.063 0.832 0.155 0.023 0.244
SE 4 0.690 0.082 0.822 0.067 0.041 -0.039
Community COE 1 0.812 0.220 0.200 0.845 0.056 0.076
outcome COE 2 0.723 0.295 0.073 0.765 0.190 -0.092
expectations COE 3 0.598 0.277 -0.066 0.659 0.285 0.046
POE 1 0.610 0.722 0.060 0.283 0.008 0.071
Individual POE 2 0.804 0.807 0.034 0.362 0.017 0.146
outcome POE 3 0.743 0.706 -0.001 0.433 0.020 0.236
expectations POE 4 0.652 0.787 0.045 -0.063 0.050 -0.150
POE 5 0.712 0.798 0.149 0.175 0.125 -0.083
Eigenvalues 5.199 3.047 2.265 1.140 1.088
Variance % 28.831 16.926 12.586 7.750 6.043
Cumulative % 28.831 45.807 58.392 66.142 72.186
KMO(Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin) 0.769 Bartlett 0.000
Eigenvalues : 1.908
. CoC 1 0672 0.820 VP
On(ﬁ?linlt(l,onr?fht cocC 2 0,690 0831 Variance % : 63.588
PYRERt | coc 3 0546 0.739 KMO : 0.659
Bartlett : 0.000
IICS 1 0.565 0.751 Eigenvalues : 3.031
Intention of IICS 2 0.632 0.795 Variance % : 60.612
sharing illegal 1ICS 3 0.713 0.844
digital contents | IICS 4 0.485 069 KMO 0822
ICS 5 0.637 0.798 Bartlett : 0.000
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B Ao AT 7ke] dAXE HEF67] 7o S 3047, AW E L 16926%°]H,
138k SPSS 218 o] &3} <Table 3>3} o] ‘AFUE FH A7 253k 22600, A E
FAE 218X (Principal Component Factor Ana- 2 125867 eyt teo g ‘B = 34
lysis)S AAIsFA o, 3] A2AL Varimax 34 o thal =Y T3S 1.140% 7.750% 9]
o2 ALgET ‘EHEd = ¥ [ICH4 AeS zhan ‘S o] 1H-32 1.088=
e FEA o] 048%%E A 7|FA B} ofgF v HAA 2919 6(M3%E sty el ‘g
A vebgth 2ea SYES 20084 Al 9 o] Zelxol thak A 2AS12’ 9] -f-3HS 1.9080]
3 = 5712 Q.olo] MA 187) #&e] 72.186% = 1 37 5-38ke] 63583% e A H st} FL&M4eel
Arshe Aoz vehdth FieA A e o ‘B = F5o e 3fzke] 303103 570
S 5199, A Ee BRI%RE 7H =31, 717 F3)o] 60.612% W AW ets Ao YEht

Table 4) Validity Analysis
Unstandardized Standardized Sig Composite
Factor Coefficient Coefficient SE 1 CR i vel | AYE | Reliability
Attitude for | AT 1 0817 0.805 0074 | 11018 | 0.001
sharing illegal | AT 2 0.873 0.850 0074 | 11872 | 0001 | 0652 0.849
contents AT 3 0.812 0.766 0079 | 10300 | 0.001
SN 1 0.504 0578 0072 | 6987 | 0.001
Subjective norm | SN 2 0.872 0725 0097 | 9004 | 0001 | 0545 0.777
SN 3 0.889 0.880 0080 | 1118 | 0001
SE 1 0.841 0.769 0079 | 1058 | 0.001
SE 2 0.991 0.887 0076 | 13.022 | 0.001
Self-effi 0631 0.871
et Mepg 0.851 0.821 0073 | 11604 | 0001
SE 4 0.859 0.686 0095 | 9540 | 0001
Community | COE 1 0.730 0.752 0073 | 992 | 0001
outcome COE 2 0.7% 0.830 0070 | 11382 | 0001 | 0588 0.810
expectations | COE 3 0.650 0713 0070 | 928 | 0.001
POE 1 0.653 0.702 0068 | 9540 | 0001
Individual POE 2 1.024 0.942 0069 | 14823 | 0001
outcome POE 3 0.964 0875 0073 | 13132 | 0001 | 0579 0.869
expectations | POE 4 0.580 0.503 0092 | 6327 0.001
POE 5 0.733 0.706 0076 | 9605 | 0001
commition of |-G 1 0.684 0.685 0090 | 763 | 0001
ognition of 7 Ha-7) 0.773 0715 0097 | 7941 | 0001 | 0460 0.718
online copyright
CoC 3 0.637 0.631 0090 | 7068 | 0.001
ICs 1 0.602 0.662 0071 | 8521 | 0001
Intention of | IICS 2 0.675 0.742 0068 | 9920 | 0001
sharing illegal | IICS 3 0.886 0.789 0082 | 10821 | 0001 | 0512 0.839
digital contents | TICS 4 0.585 0.626 0.074 7946 | 0.001
IICS 5 0.797 0.747 0080 | 10020 | 0.001
X/df = 175, GFI = 0813, AGFI = 0.761, RMSEA = 0072, RMR = 0.073, NFI = 0.803, CFI = 0.893

Note) AVE(> 05) = (Z22)/n; CR(> 0.6) = (Z2))/((ZA))+20).
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