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A Study for Database of Uibang Yuchui (B5%%) and Its Value as the Intellectual Property
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Today, knowledge itself has become a resource which must be protected by the pertinent community of its contributors and users,
from being manipulated or distorted by third-party players. The preservation of knowledge in relationship to the cultural context of its
origins, has been recognized by international organizations intent on maintaining authentic voice and perspective. Globally, the WIPO
(World Intellectual Property Organization) organizes the annual IGC (Intergovernmental Committee) meeting to address various issues

associated with each country’s utilization of intellectual and bio source property.

Korean Medicine is the official name for the traditional medicine that has been inherited from the cultures of the Korean Peninsula.
It is one of the four practices of East Asian Medicine including Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) from China, Kampo Medicine of
Japan, and Sino-Vietnamese Medicine in Vietham. As a cultural treasure representing centuries of evolving knowledge, Korean Medicine

is protected under intellectual property rights afforded by WIPO, and must be understood in relationship to, and distinct from, TCM.

It is understood that China has a strong political purpose to claim all the traditional medicines of the East Asian region under the
name of TCM, including Korean Medicine. In fact TCM was authorized as the representative name for all East Asian medicine by

decisions made by the ISO (International Standard Organization) in 2015.

This paper proposes a pilot study on how to protect the intellectual property of Korean Medicine from efforts by China to claim it
under the umbrella of TCM. Using the Uibang Yuchui (E&%%8%, Classified Collection of Medical Formulas) this paper suggests
establishing a Database of UBYC, which was published in 1477 by the Joseon Korea government. UBYC was the reorganized version of
contemporary East Asian medical sources, and has already hundreds of year's rich indigenous and culturally specific medical history of

Korea, from which Korean Medicine has been built.
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