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Abstract The purpose of this study was to analyze the structural causal relationship between adult learners'
participation in lifelong learning, education program satisfaction, and social capital. Also, the study reviews how
education program satisfaction variables mediate the relationship between adult learners' participatory motivation and
social capital. Subjects included 425 adult learners who participated in lifelong education, and the research hypothesis
was verified through structure equation modeling analysis. Results are as follows: First, adult learners' participatory
motivation had a positive (+) effect on social capital and education program satisfaction. Secondly, education program
satisfaction had a positive (+) effect on social capital. Thirdly, education program satisfaction partially mediated the
relationship between adult learners' participatory motivation and social capital and showed a significant indirect effect.
This study suggests that it is necessary to develop various programs that can satisfy learners as well as improve social
capital, participation motivation, and satisfaction of programs provided by lifelong educational institutions. Based on
these results, this study suggests not only the role of lifelong education institutes, but also ways to improve social
capital of adult learners within the lifelong education field.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristic of the Subjects
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Table 2. The question number of the measured
variable, reliability, technical statistics
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