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Strategy for South Korea—Vietnamese Military Cooperation in the field of defense

Lee Kang Kyong™

ABSTRACT

South Korea and Vietnam have been engaged in extensive political, economic and cultural exchanges since the establish
ment of diplomatic ties in 1992. In March 2018, Moon Jae-in, President of South Korea, made an official visit to Vietnam,
a key partner of the New Southern Policy and discussed comprehensive cooperation measures, including expanding trade v
olume and measures to establish peace on the Korean Peninsula. At the defense ministers’ meeting held in April 2018, the
two countries signed a joint defense and defense cooperation statement, which included promotion of maritime security, def
ense cooperation, UN PKO activities, excavation of remains, and joint military cooperation. Currently, Vietnam is facing te
mritorial disputes with China over the South China Sea, and is stepping up military modernization and military buildup to ¢
ounter this. In particular, Vietnam is strengthening its external military cooperation beyond ideology with the U.S. Russia,
India and France to strengthen its maritime power. Against this backdrop, the bilateral cooperation between South Korea a
nd Vietnam needs to expand beyond the traditional economic and cultural exchanges to military cooperation. The study ai
ms to review the relationship between South Korea and Vietnam on the 26th anniversary of the normalization of diplomati
c ties and seek ways to develop military cooperation with Vietnam, which has grown to the next China. To that end, it a
nalyzed Vietnam's security environment and military strategy and presented strategies for promoting military cooperation f
ocusing on defense areas.

Key Words : New Southern Policy, Military cooperation, Economic interdependence, Package type export of Defense
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