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The Nature of Reform in the U.S., UK, Germany National Intelligence Systems and
Implications for Reform of the Korean National Intelligence Service

Taeyoung Yoon®

ABSTRACT

Major countries, such as the US.,, UK and Germany have reformed their national intelligence systems in the face of
transnational, asymmetric and comprehensive threats since September 11, 2001 and have strengthened the intelligence
capacity involved in countering terrorism and WMD proliferation, right/left extremism threats. The Korean Moon Jae-in
government is preparing a reform plan to eliminate illegal political intervention and abuse of power by the National
Intelligence Service(NIS) and to rebuild it as an efficient national intelligence agency for national security. In discussing
the reform direction of the NIS, it is necessary to discuss in detail whether adopting a separate model of intelligence
agencies to restrict domestic intelligence activities of the NIS and concentrate on foreign intelligence activities or establish
new domestic intelligence agencies. Second, as for the issue of transferring anti-Communism investigation authority of the
NIS to the police, it needs to be carefully considered in terms of balancing the efficiency and professionalism of
intelligence agency activity in the context of North Korea's continuous military provocation, covert operations and cyber
threats. Third, it should strive to strengthen the control and supervision functions of the administration and the National
Assembly to ensure the political neutrality of the NIS in accordance with the democratization era, to guarantee citizens’
basic rights and to improve the transparency of budget execution.

Key words : Inmtelligence Reform, U.S. Intelligence Community, UK Intelligence Community, Germany
Intelligence Agency, National Intelligence Service
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