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Attitudes toward Caring for the Elderly and Geriatric Nursing Practice
of Nurses in a General Hospital
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the relationship among attitude toward caring for
the elderly and geriatric nursing practice and the influencing factors on geriatric nursing practice
of nurses in a general hospital. Data were collected from October 1 to October 30, 2017 by
questionnaires from 228 nurses who work at a general hospital in B city. The data were analyzed
by IBM SPSS statistics 20.0 program using descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Scheffe's test,
Pearson’s correlation coefficient and Stepwise Multiple Regression. The average score of attitude
toward caring the elderly was 3.39 and geriatric nursing practice was 3.21. Significant correlation
were found among attitude toward caring the elderly and geriatric nursing practice. According
to the research, the significant factors influencing geriatric nursing practice were attitude toward
caring the elderly, total clinical careers, elderly education experience influences the attitude
toward the elderly, the present working department, have a friendly elderly person, and these
factors explained 30.4%. Based on these findings, it is necessary to develop and apply a program
to improve positive attitude of care for the elderly to hospital nurses and a program to promote
the geriatric nursing practice.
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