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Abstract

Farm succession is one of the most important events that substantially influence the viability of a farm business
not only for a family farm operation, but also for a farm industry as a whole. This study aims to analyze the factors
which affect the probability of existence of a successor, using the nationwide survey data. The probability of having
a successor increases with the age of operator, the number of sons, the area under cultivation, organic farming,
farm expansion plan, main crop and operator's attitude towards farm succession. Also this study investigates the
succession plans of family farms having a successor and land disposal plans of family farms without a successor.
40% of farms having a successor have only vague succession plans and 34.7% of farms without a successor have
a plan to apportion their land among their children. Based on these results, this study suggests the necessity of
planning for farm succession and successors’ agricultural training. In addition, measures for preventing from land
fragmentation are needed for realization of effective usage of agricultural land.
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