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Legal Issues on Pharmacopunture

Kyu Won, Jung
Professor, Shool of Law, Hanyang University

=ABSTRACT=

Pharmacopunture is a new combined method of acupunture and oriental drugs.
Recently, this method is widely used to treat traffic accident patients in oriental
medicine. However, there is no evidences of treatment, no information of effects
and side-effects of this method, and no information of drugs used.

In South Korea, western medicine and oriental medicine are regulated
differently. When a new technology is invented in the area of western medicine,
that method should pass several stages of clinical trials. After that processes, that
method can be done as a medical practice. However, in the area of oriental medi-
cine, there is no process like that. According to <Medical Act> in South Korea,
medical practice without license are composed of two behaviors. First type is that
medical practice is done by a person who has no medical license. Second type is
that medical practice is done by a person who has a medical license but the arca
of the license is different. Because of this reason, the distinction between the
western medical practices and the oriental medical practices is very important.

Medical practices are protected by license mainly because they can harm hu-
man life or body. When we invented new medical practice and try to practice it
to the patients, we should consider the risk of that method whether it is western
medical practice or oriental medical practice. It is not clear that the pharmco-

punture which has been done is satisfied the standard of medical treatment.

Keyword: Pharmacopuncture, Medical Practice, Oriental Medical Practice,
Medical law, Pharmaceutical




