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Abstract

Many factors that may affect teaching aptitude of pre-service early childhood teachers have been discovered.
However, little is known about the relationship between self-esteem and teaching aptitude in them. This study
aimed to investigated seclf-esteem in relation to teaching aptitude in pre-service early childhood teachers.
Pre-service early childhood teachers' self-esteem scale and teaching aptitude scale assessed the self-esteem and
teaching aptitude of 344 pre-service early childhood teachers in C-city in Gangwon-do and N-city in
Kyunggi-do, Korea. Results showed that all four dimensions of the self-esteem were significantly related to
teaching aptitude, indicating that pre-service early childhood teachers with higher self-esteem were likely to
have greater teaching aptitude. Regression analysis indicated that self-esteem in the areas of leadership and
popularity, self-assertiveness, and social-relations significantly predicted teaching aptitude of pre-service early
childhood teachers.
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