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A Case Study of Five—year-old Popular Child's Behavior Patterns

Soo Min Sohn, Ji Na Kim
Dept. of Early Childhood Education, Kangnam University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore five-year-old popular child's behavior patterns through participant
observation and to analyze the collected data with qualitative method. One popular child was selected from D
child care center of P city in Kyeonggi province. Peer-nomination method was used to select the popular
child. Participant observation was conducted from April to November in 2017 through 36 observations in free
choice activities. As well as observation records, formal and informal interview records with parents and
teachers, parent counseling journals, observation journals, and child’s personal records were used to understand
the popular child. Three steps, including recording, coding, and making themes, were conducted to analyze the
data. The main results of the research were as follows: The behavior patterns of popular child in this study
presented both positive and negative sides. The positive behavior patterns included consideration, responsibility,
high concentration, and a sense of humor. The negative behavior patterns showed control and exclusion. This
study has implications for development of educational program and environment to enhance positive peer

relationship.
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