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Abstract

Study on Childcare Teachers” Changes of Disability
Awareness and Childcare Experience through
the Training for Disability Awareness

Won, Young Mi

(Dept. of Social Welfare, Incheon National University)
Jeon, Ji Hye

(Dept. of Social Welfare, Incheon National University)

This study aims to investigate the changes of their recognition and childcare practices
before and after the training for disability awareness targeting class teachers in inclusive
childcare setting. Subjects of this study were 9 teachers and the data was collected from
3 focus group (3 persons per group) and personal interviews in case of study needs. The
results of this study are as follows: childcare teachers appealed ignorance and fear of
children with disabilities before learning to improve their disability awareness, and have
learned from the non-prejudiced attitudes of non-disabled children. The need for
understanding and knowledge of children with disabilities was high, and they voluntarily
and actively participated in the education for the improvement of disability awareness.
Since participating in education, teachers have shown changes in perceptions of children
with disabilities and changes in the way they practice childcare for disabled children. As
regards cognition, teachers have become more interested in and understanding of children
with disabilities and have tried to treat them equally with non-disabled children.
Regarding the practice of childcare, they practiced the integrated program together with
the non-disabled child and the disabled child through cooperative partnership. They also
provided the disability awareness education to the non-disabled children and provided the
partial integrated childcare program flexibly in one class according to the situation. The
results of this study were analyzed and discussed about the general childcare teachers’
experience related to the education for improving disability recognition and caring at
childcare setting.



