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An Experimental Study on the Effects of Risk Cognition of Personal
Information and Self-Expression Information on Conation of Privacy
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ABSTRACT

This paper studied the effects of risk cognition of personal information and self-expression information on conation of
privacy protection. In the first study, 88 college students who volunteered for this research were surveyed about risk
cognition of personal information and conation to protect it. In the second study, after an information-seeking expert
collected and organized the self-expression information that 88 volunteers had expressed on SNS, and then showed the
organized self-expression information to 88 volunteers, and then 88 volunteers were surveyed about risk cognition of
self-expression information and conation to protect it. As results of the first data analysis, the risk cognition of personal
information had the greatest influence on non-disclosure of personal information, followed by reduction of the disclosure
scope and law institutionalization requirement. As results of the second data analysis, SNS users openly expressed their
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opinion or life-style, but when they realized that self-expression information can be accumulated and become sensitive

information, they had conation to protect their self-expression information such as non-disclosure, reduction of disclosure

scope, and law institutionalization requirement. The implication of this study is that we have overcome the limitations of

existing researches that can not explain information protection behavior on SNS.

Keywords: Personal information, Self-express information, Non-disclosure of information, Reduction of disclosure scope, Law

institutionalization requirement, cognition, conation
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Fig. 2. Results of Path Analysis
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