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Abstract

Objectives: This study explores the characteristics of family migration for North Korean defectors and classifies
family migration by examining who initiated the migration and who followed. Method: We analyzed the family
migration using detailed stories from fifty-five North Korean defectors who were interviewed between 2005 and
2011. Results: We found that 43 out of 55 cases were family migration and the remaining 12 cases were single
person migration. We also found several characteristics typical of migration. First, family migration followed the
process of step migration, which indicated a serial migration in numbers. Second, migration relied heavily on
informal social networks. Finally, the process of earlier migration by North Koreans was incidental and unexpected;
however, unexpectedness has diminished in recent migration. Looking at who initiated the migration, the most
common type was ‘mother-initiated' cases (14 cases) followed by ‘child-initiated' cases (10 cases). The third most
common type was 'mother-child accompanied' cases (7 cases). The migration process was various; however the
most common type was when a married woman initiated the family migration process. This is most likely because
married women have the responsibility to support families in the informal economy of North Korea. According to
the range of family migrated, the most common type was ‘nuclear-family only' cases (22 cases) followed by ‘'maternal
extended family migration’ cases (12 cases). Conclusions: The findings of this study provide information on the

family dynamics of North Korean defectors.
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2017d 64 715 detol =tsto] HzRs HtodEnle F 30,805 o] tH(Ministry of
Unification, 2018). 1990t S/ o]% wj | J=isl= 5217t S7Fslchrt 20121 0|9 ZHasl=
ZEAoH, A=A} = ofA] AJul= oF 70%0|tH(Korea Hana Foundation, 2018). E3lto|ekH]o
SR =S HERE AR S0l Z1Q1sk ] whtell A= AR ANIA] AlAll o] 2t A5
O] S0l =& AtE|o] gtk ZLejup AAA O K Egtoldpmnl o] HEte H AIAA o R &
7¥ohe Aol T 5 SR & o Qlek AIAPEAIS] A AR @] ARV SRR Qe =
AL di o]F = 21417 0] 715381 aL QItH(Castles & Miller, 2013), 1990 o] 2F 19} 5% 341
g go] =7d& ol o]F=Rk Alol| visf 20150tz oF 29 473 4aRE o] 57 ol olFsirt
(United Nations, 2015).
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Table 1. Personal and Family Information of Participants

Case Sex inl:g:v?etw Families & relatives in South Korea at the time of interview
1 Female 74 Daughter, first granddaughter, second granddaughter
5 Female 35 Husband, child, family of husband's older sister, family of husband's eldest brother, family of husband's second eldest
brother
3 Female 46 Son, eldest daughter, youngest daughter
4 Male 34 Wife®, son’
5 Male 44 Wife
6 Male 49 Wife, eldest son, daughter
7 Female 52 Eldest son, second eldest son, youngest son
8  Male 40 Wife, son, husband's younger brother
9  Female 38 Mother, eldest daughter, youngest daughter, family of eldest brother, family of younger sister
10 Male 44 Son, daughter, mother, father, family of younger sister
11 Male 60 Wife, eldest daughter, eldest son, second eldest daughter, youngest son, family of wife's younger sister
12 Female 25 Husband®, children®
13 Male 63 Wife, eldest son and his wife, daughter and her husband, youngest son, family of wife's younger sister, cousins.
1 Male 40 Wife, son, father-in-law, mother-in-law, wife's younger brother, family of wife's older sister, wife's sister-in-law and
nephew(or niece)
15 Male 68 Wife, eldest daughter, eldest granddaughter, youngest granddaughter, second eldest daughter and her two children, second
eldest son and his wife, youngest son, nephew-in-law
16 Female 56 Son and daughter's family.
17 Female 36 Husband (Chinese), son
18 Male 52 Wife, son, mother
19  Female 46 Daughter, son, husband® (South Korean)
20  Female 35 Daughter, older brother, nephew/niece
21 Female 40 -
22 Female 28 Younger brother, cohabiting boyfriend
23 Female 35 Daughter, eldest brother, mother-father
24 Female 32 Daughter, sister and her husband (Chinese)
25  Female 28 Husband® (South Korean), son’, cousin
26 Female 28 Husband, son, eldest sister and her husband, second eldest sister's husband, younger sister's family (sister, her husband, and
nephew)
27 Female 33 Daughter
28 Male 39 -
29 Male 39 Cohabiting girlfriend®, cohabiting girlfriend's child®
30 Male 36 Nephew/niece
31 Male 46 Cohabiting girlfriend®, cohabiting girlfriend's daughter®
32 Female 56 Daughter, son-in-law, grandson
33  Female 43 Son, daughter, husband (Chinese)
34 Female 42 Eldest son, daughter, youngest son
35  Female 42 Daughter, son, husband, husband's children
36 Male 20 Wife, eldest son, second eldest son, daughter, mother, older brother and his wife, mother-in-law, uncle-in-law, wife's sister-
in-law
37  Female 38 Daughter
38  Female 19 Mother, stepfather
39  Female 18 Mother, stepfather (Chinese)
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Table 1. Continued
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Case Sex in‘ig:v?etw Families & relatives in South Korea at the time of interview
40  Male 18 Mother, father
41 Female 19 Mother, uncle
42 Female 22 Aunt
43 Female 20 -
44 Male 23 Mother
45  Female 22 Older brother
46 Female 24 Mother, stepfather (Chinese)
47  Female 20 Older sister and her husband (South Korean), older brother
48 Male 24 -
49  Female 21 Mother's six siblings and their families.
50  Female 20 Mother, stepfather (Chinese), stepfather's daughter
51  Female 17 Mother, younger sibling
52 Female 18 Mother, stepfather (North Korean), younger brother
53  Female 18 Older brother
54 Male 19 Mother
55  Male 19 Mother, younger sibling

Notes: Superscript a indicates members of family that was formed in Korea.; Nationality other than North Korea is presented in parenthesis; gender was not identified

for some younger siblings, cousins, and nephews/nieces.
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Table 2. Types of North Korean Family Migration by Migration Initiators

Types First migrant

Process

Case Number (frequency)

Mother-initiated type Mother

Mother-child accompanied type Mother, teenagers
Mother, young kids
Father

Father, teenagers

Father-initiated type
Father-child accompanied type

Nuclear family-accompanied type ~ Nuclear family

Gy Unmarried
Child-initiated type child
Solo migrant type Solo No other family followed
Solo . :
Chinese spouse and children followed
Other types
Unidentified type

Children and remaining family followed mother

Remaining family followed mother and teenage child
Mother migrated with young children

Children and remaining family followed father
Remaining family followed father and teenage child

All family members migrated together

Parents (and siblings) followed unmarried child

No other family from North Korea followed but

#1, #9, #32, #33, #34, #38, #39, #40, #41,
#44, #46, #50, #51, #54 (1=14)

#7,#19, #22, #55 (n=4)

#21, #24 (n=2)

#10 (n=1)

#3, #18, #20 (n=3)

#2, #5, #6, #8, #36, #52 (n=6)

#11(M), #13(F), #15(F), #16(M), #26(F), #30(M),
#35(F), #45(M), #47(F), #53(F) (n=10)

#4, #12, #25, #28, #29, #31, #43, #48 (n=8)

#17, #27, #37 (n=3)

#14 (n=1),
#42, #23, #49 (n=3)

Note1: M and F indicates sex of respondents in the child-initiated type.
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Table 3. Types of North Korean Family Migration by Following Migrants

Family and Environment Research fer

Types Process

Case Number (frequency of cases)

Nuclear family only type

Paternal extended family type Parents and relatives followed married son
Maternal extended family type
Bilateral extended family type

Solo type (no family migration) No other family members followed

1) Parents (and siblings) followed unmarried child
2) Spouse (and children) followed the other spouse

Parents and relatives followed married daughter

Bilateral parents and relatives followed married children

#3, #5, #6, #7, #16, #19, #32, #33, #34, #35 #38, #39 #40, #44,
#45, #46, #50, #51, #52, #53, #54, #55 (1=22)

#2, #8, #9, #10, #18, #20, #23, #30 (1=8)

F1,#11, #13, #14, #15, #22, #24, #26, #41, #42, #47, #49 (1=12)
#36 (1=1)

#4,#12, #17, #21, #25, #27, #28, #29, #31, #37, #43, #48 (1=12)
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