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Factors Affecting the Community Satisfaction in Rural Residents

Eun-Young You™

Quality of Rural Life Research Center, Korea Rural Economic Institute, Korea

Abstract

This study attempted to classify the residents of rural area into some groups according to the level of their commun-
ity satisfaction by decision tree model. The variable that has the greatest influence on grouping rural residents ac-
cording to community satisfaction is income. However, it appears that the variable of participating in the community
activities can weaken their influences. The second most satisfying group is the group of people who are low-
er-income and active in community activities. On the other hand, the group of people who are high-income and
inactive in community activities are included to unsatisfying groups. These findings suggest that community partic-
ipation can be a major factor in enhancing the quality of life of residents in the rural communities. What is note-
worthy is that marital status is used as a major variable to classify the rural residents into some groups according
to the level of community satisfaction. This suggests that the issue of marriage is still a major problem in rural
communities.
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