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Abstract Gojong(#753) had experienced extravagant change during a period of reign and he was located in the center of the
change. He was the king who also experienced various changes in construction and accomplished a large number of construclion
aclivilies aggressively. Gojong could acquire the information and delails about anarchitecture, through the experience of a lot of
large-scale construction activities in a regency period of | leungseon-aewongun( ¥ 7 X ). After opening of a port, as the
western culture and technology was flowed in Korea, the knowledge of western architecture also was introduced. Gwanmungak(#
LAYy was constructed in Kyeongbokgung Palace under that influence in 1888, but the construction was not successtully linished.
Due 10 the failure of Gwanmungak, Gojong no more consiructed a weslern archilectore until 1897, He was aware of the merits of
western architectures while living in the western architecture during Agwanpacheon{{lifE£%). And he led a lot of constructions
of the western architectures in Kyeongangung(BEitt’). It is possible to arrange in two reasons about the interest in an architecture
ol Gojong, Firstly, Gojong was individually interested in the archileclures, and he constantly accomplished conslruclions of new
buildings from childhood. And secondly, Gojong thought thal western architecture has an advantage in the inlernational sitvalions,
I'e held out the tendencies to construct the western architec tures with excessive investments.
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1. INTRODUCTION imperial throne to Sunjong, changed the name of country to the
Korean Empire and became the emperor, using an independent
era pame. Itis a period when the Joseon Dynasty had the biggest
changes in its history. This period wilnessed such greatesl
transitions since the beginning of history that it experienced a
western change from the new civilization through opening of a
portwith the collapsed system lor maintaining 500 years Joseon
Dynasty, became an arena of neighboring powers” interlerence
and war, degraded to the Japanese colony and eventually lost its
national sovereignty.

1.1 Backgrounds and Aims of Research

Gojong was the third who reigned for a long period ot time
among kings of the Joseon Dynasty’ after Youngjo and Sukjong,
Gojong reigned for 44 vears” [rom December 1863 when he
ascended the throne to July, 1907 when he (urned over the
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' In this rescarch, Joseon relers (0 periods (rom 1392 (0 1910, in Tacjo's
and Sunjong’s reign including those of the Joseon Dynasty and the
Korean Empire.

* Gojong used the lunar calendar ll 16, Nov. 1895 and the solar calendar
from Ist. Jan. 1896 so it comes W0 be January 1864 in case Gojong’s reign
periods are comverted to the solar calendar.
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The same changes happened with the architecture and it was
the period western architecture increased. It was the architecture
that never existed before with construction methods completely
difterent from those of the existing traditional architecture.
Hence, in majorily, demand and supply of weslern architecture
was done by loreigners including the western, Chinese and the
Japanese rather than Koreans.

Gojong was a Korean who had the highest demand for the
western archilecture. It was Gojong having (he grealest power
and wealth in Korea who influenced architectural activilies.,
Gojong may be said as the greatest building owner who did
the most dynamic constructions in Korea. Ivery architectural
activity at the expense of the state during in his reign was
nol those done by Gojong. However, it may be regarded
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that constructions by the government were conducted by
intenlion of or permission by Gojong since his power was
ensured lo the extent thal 1899 'Dachankukkukjae( Kol
B}, the first modern legislation specified the autocratic
power of king, never changing. The royal palace particularly
reflected directly his intention. The roval palace was the space
forming a basis ol his residential life so il may be said as (he
building retlecting an individual opinion of Gojong to the
best. | lence, this stady aimed to examine changes of Gojongs
archilectural view and conslruclion centered on those of the
royal palace.

1.2 Review of Existing Research

In the carly 2000s, Gojong was the center dealt with in the
historical academia. The cenlral point of the discussion was il
Gojong could be regarded as a modern enlightened monarch'.
It was formed on the basis of a deep-rooted controversy on the
modern between the Tinternal development theoryy  and the

I colonial modernily theory | which had conlinued (rom the
previous era. ltillustrates the periodic symbolism of Gojong,

Gojong has been dealt with in the architectural history too.
However, the exisling research on the archileclure in Gojongs
reign focused on cerlain period when reconstruction project of
the Kyeongbokgung was done (Yi, 2009; Lee, 2009; Seo, 2011)
or a construction background of a building. (Jeong, 2006; Kang
et al, 2008; Park, 2010; Kwon, 2013; Lee, 2014) These are cases
focused on buildings rather than on Gojong. Accordingly, wilh
a focus on Gojong, it 1s meaningful to examine physical change
aspects of the architecture in Gojongs reign. T'his study paid
allention (o identilying his ideas on the architecture [rom such a
perspeclive,

1.3 Contents and Methodologies of Research

In this rescarch, recognition of Gojong is the most
important argument so it examined his architectural view
based on those days’ records showing his ideas rather than on
individual buildings. There are [Gojong Sillok(i= 5785 )],
I'Scungjeongwon Igi¢FEPE B 7L [lscongno-k( B &)
depicling Gojongs words and behaviors, though not wrilten
by him, so it examined his views on the architecture through
them. That is, it sammarized his attitudes and thoughts on
the architecture and their (ransitional aspects in the specific
constructions shown [rom these records and other historical
materials.

* There is an opinion that stipulating through Daehankuk Kukjae
symbolizes weakened despotic power of Gojong {Jang, 2009) but
an opinion thal provision unpecessary in the traditional Confucian
courteous ruling system was generated from a process applying a modern
low-governing concept seems to be reasonable. (Rhee, 2()8)

* Controversies about Gujong, originated {rom argument by Tae-Jin Lee
tor establishing Gojong as the modern colightened king through Yi (2000}
and objection by Jae-TTo Kin, were published as Kyosu-simnun (2005).
It may be regarded as conflicts hetween history and economic history
academia and vur diverse perspeclives seeing periods of vpening a port,
Korean Empire and Japanese ¢olonial ruling represent such dillerence of
the viewpoint.
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2. CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES IN GOJONG'S
EARLY REIGN & HIS GEONCHEONGGUNG($% 1% )
CONSTRUCTION{(1864~1876)

2.1 Characteristics of Large-scaled Constructions during
Regency Period of Heungseon-Daewongun(# v KB H)
Conslruclion projecls in Gojong's carly reign have
attracted much attention from the architectaral history.
Various kinds of construction projects were conducted
including Kycongbokgung and many studies have provided
clear understanding on their conslruction aspects, A
considerable number of studies focus on the reconstruction of
Kyeongbokgung(Cho et al., 2000; Cho, 2007; Lee, 2014} and
there are descriplive studies on various conslruclion projects
n those days and their lendencies, their relation 1o the urban
structure of | lanseong. {Seo, 2011 Park, 2014) It is safe to say
that construction activities concentrated in those days had
somelhing (o do with reformaltive polilics of Heungseon-
Dacwongun so there is a predominant perspective that such
constructions were led by [leungseon-1Daewongan and
Yeonggeondogam{# @#E). (I long, 2007}

Hence, architecture in these periods reflected such
characteristics rather than Gojongs 1deas of and prelerence Lor
the architecture. | lowever, it is possible to assume that Gojong
caltivated his opinion and knowledge of the architecture
while experiencing indirectly numerous constructions led by
Heungseon Daewongun and Yeonggeondogam. In other words,
a consideration on a possibility Gojong came to be interested
in the architectare in such periods is not unreasonable. In
those days, excessive and extravagant constructions by kings
were against Confucianism® and it is regarded thal Gojong
having the experience to overcome it and execute large-scaled
constructions with [leungseon Daewongun came to gain
momentum lor constructions compared with prior kings.

2.2 Direct Rule by Gojong and
Construction of Geoncheonggung (7. &)

In general, it is mentioned that the fiest construction led by
Gojonyg is Geoncheonggung(1873). However, il is unreasonable
to regard that Geoncheonggung is the building constructed only
by intention ot Gojong. Construction of Geoncheonggung was
being done during May 1873 in carnest and it was the period
when Heungseon Daewongun still seized power. His power
began to he weakened after Aug, 1873" 50 it may be said that his
intention was reflected in the constraction of Geoncheonggung,
I'Scungjeong-won Tlgi(7R#b B 7). stated” that Heungseon-

* Excessive constructions were tabooed, even mentioning it as one of
reasoms why Gwanghaegun was deposed by the revolt but there are many
mentions that subjects opposed W a large-scaled construction and asked
the king W stop itin the Annals of the Juscon Dynasty.

* Yeon (1992)and  Kim (2010} have a diflerent view on a period and a
process that TTeungseon-Daewongun was overthrown but both articles
identify that his power was still strong in 1873,

TLMIRNETTEEEGR TR, i ARk 2, WA RFEH, 4T
Fol, R A ER) b, EF I R 247, R, SR REE, ke
BB, AERA T ATIENA ... (Seungjeongwon [lgi, August 19, 1873)
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Daewon-gun made a commentary supporting the constraction
ol Geoncheonggung.. It may be interpreted that Heungseon
Dacwongun provided juslilicalion Lor the conslruction of
Geoncheonggung (Yi, 2009) but also gives a circumstantial
evidence that he still had the strong power as shown from his
permission needed.

Nevertheless, Gojong playved a great role in promoling the
construction of Geoncheonggung, In spite of the opposition of
his government officials, Gojong continued the constraction,
menlioning thal il was nol provided from slate liabilily by using
his own money only in addition 1o its small and plain scale®.
It may be regarded that he acquired his driving force for the
constraction while seeing and experiencing many construc tions
done by Heungseon Daewongun for more than 10 vears.

2.3 Gojong’s Interest in Architecture

Repairs of Kyeongbokgung continued a large or small
scale even afler the direct rule by Gojong. In the [irsl repair
alter his direct rule, Seungjeongwon Ilgi stales that Gojong
showed special interest in a repair direction. Kings Youngjo
and Jeongjo also expressed interest actively in constractions
including Kycongmogung and Suwon Hwascong only when
they corresponded to political objectives or Confucian doctrines
but Gojong showed higher interest in repair of Kyeongbokgung
conducted on May 1874 compared with prior kings. As shown
{rom a conversation wilh his subjects at the royal leclure, Gojong
showed specific and professional knowledge from siruclure o
material. 1le designated the lambering time and identified a
retention quantity of lumber and a construction scale”. 11e also
gave suggeslions Lo change a joint method of passages and use
brick because the structure of Kyeongbokgung was vulnerable (o
fire and improve too much higher columns and cornerstones'.
In addition, he recommended that earthen wall stronger against
fire than a wood siding wall should be used". Also, he identified

LR OLTINR B LR B R AL 2 B, A AR o bR IR R T 2
HIn, i 455 A L RE, oin b I el RIN AR, HREERIER, ©
Bfedr, AR g M BINFR, WO AT B4GE B D
{Seungjeomgwon Tlgi, May 10, 1873)

P bH, FRERTEICKEE, J5 B kER. I E, RIARIE, 1R2
BRI, WREERIZA . 030, DldE, & REE TR A, 115K
PR B, S S RS A, MM R (T H, RBER, R
AR, I AMT, W RLEIL, B I E, kRIS E EE
I, Bhf R 1O, IR 2 R E RS |, Rk RS, 7T
AR, KR, BIES AT, DN, RIS RAE R 10, 7Y
EAR? LRy H, o[BI &A%, ... (Seungjeongwon [lgi, May 5,

o, dRRRS, DRI, A W LAZE TR S 2, T i R AREE, [n|
FBE th (3], S T, B AH ST, B S B TR Tt s AL,
BEEE, M5, 3R TR ITR. EH, BOESM, B o
L BT AR A SR G R, M, SRR RN R A 2 B R
LB .. (Seungjeongwon Tigi, May 5, 1874)

v EH, FNRYE, o LR I, REX B RIS 2R, R
B, T ik, SO MAEE, RAadi M, A Tz S5, 10, T
Bk, RIS HIEH, HIE RS 2T %, I, MRS, i
HLE, o3 6 BT, R IS bR RES L M. HA
Difda 2 F, L8EAL. 1N, L8, B R AL & InlikAt 7. 1)
M, B feSE AT, #H S, TMEn L, R4S TRRS, & Mant ...
{Seungjen- ngwon Tlgi, May 12, 1874)

the availability of colored roof tiles"”, showing that he considered
both practicality and exterior ol a building. Il may be said that
Gojong had his own opinion on the archilecture obviously in
that such a mention was made before repair of Kyeongbokgung,
Besides, he had understanding on Siknyeonjoche( ZC# i &)
mainly done at JTapanese shrine constructions”, showing his
knowledge on the architecture outside Korea.

When receiving a report or granting a royal permission for a
construction, prior kings hardly mentioned about contents of
a conslruclion and granled a royal permission if their subjects
pelitioned them for a construction plan. However, Gojong
had his own opinion and gave specific mentions as a planner
and it was possible because he had higher interest in and
understanding on the architecture.

3. GOJONG'S INTEREST IN WESTERN
ARCHITECTURES AND THE GWANMUGAK (i 1 [4)
CONSTRUCTION(1876~1896)

3.1 The Conversation about Architecture between
Gojong and Envoys visiting China and Japan
Compared with Heungseon-Dacewongun who ook the
mnitialive in the national isolation policy in Gojongs carly reign,
it is well known that Gojong accepted the western civilization
mare actively as shown from his emphasis on Dongdoseogi( #18
¢ &) or Gubonsincham(#A#128). Gojong separated ideology
from technology and said that western machinery having an
advantage should be used for promotion of public welfare
though ideology should be excluded since it was not equipped
wilh decorum fitting for Confucius and Mencius' doctrines ™.
Interest in the weslern architecture may have something (o
do with utilization ot western technology. Gojong who had
been much interested in the architecture came to have a new
concern for the western architecture along with inflow of its
civilization. I'Seungjeongwon Ilgill and [Tlseongnok.| record
Gojongs detailed dialogues with envoys who had visited China
or [apan. [t shows that he exchanged questions and answers in
a relatively detailed manner compared with prior kings. Maybe
in those days there was no way betler than conversing with

LN W HE R, REERE R, ik T s, SRS, ST
REERE, RIS (O TR, FEARMERGEER? Wiy, & Ik, R e
T, AR A O, TR R, LT, mo e AL,
R EERS T FEUESCET, HME R, miis A, Bl igk s, REG?
Wty A, AL SR BE AR, 2 Had ¥, HH (AT, AT A, BEnk 1
T, Pk, EH, &ERE AN, EH PR, EELLA R,
DU T Mzz, H T AT R 2R, 0, 2K N5 B4 2 @,
TRALZ %, BIME®, © R, REEE, i T+ —R.
(Seungjeongwon Tlgi, May 12, 1874)

YA, M2 ERMER, B ERIRE, — % DR =
I[5... (Seungjeongwon Tlgi, August 28, 1880)

BT R N, B AT S R L L2 BN AR IR 2 4, SR
TS mARTS T 52 7 LR, SR, D FE &, T,
& L0300 2 MR Th. H W 2SS 2 (A T0 %, BT R R 2,
b2 Aantc de . FRYRIYR, & anisag JG (a2, FLaSHIA], &5 vl LA
FIME L, Wiy i S i b2 B (/i T Ue? v Hogfein 2.
He, BRI LA Ty T, (RS2, BLABREME, AT TR 2 e, (LA
B 2 P EEE ... (Gojong Sillok, August 5, 1882, 5th column)



persons' who visited a place to acquire information on the West
and understand the international situation changing rapidly
and it was possible (0 obtain informalion on the society, culture,
custom and vegetation in addition to sitaation of pertinent and
neighboring nations through such conversations.

There were also questions aboul the western architecture, In
dialogues wilh envoys who had visited China belore opening
the port, there were many questions about a palace system or
a rampart repair' . L lowever, after opening the port, he asked
questions aboul the architeclure by the western and Japanese
who came (0 China'” and aboul the percenlage occupied by (he
western architecture in Japan in dialogues with the emissaries',
showing interest in civil engineering works including railroad
construction'. A record by a westerner who visiled Toseon

'* Envoys visiting China and Japan wrote down and submitted a formal
document. In dialogues between Gojong and envoys (rom 1lseonglok
and Scungjecongwon Llgi, eovoys asked Gojong 1o refer the docament
submitted about his questions but he continued questions saying he
wanted to hear directly.

oL, DR E R, DIE BT TR 1% T TEER M, L Ak
AN, A R ), SRR N, SR, DR A
2, WER, TR ks, mels S S EE =R A, &
O 30, A2 TR B I TEF A, ENRSER. . (Seungjeongwon
llgi, December 26, 1872); ... B H, B LR ARMPS.2, i fd
BT EEE, EN B -HAE R 2 BRI, 20N B, B
KAuRE Bz, i AR FHIR KR 2 BT, PSSR
{Scungjeongwon llgi, April 9, 1873); ... EH, ARITTE, hEiN2F: R
S (TS bR, MRS TT S, BLEBah v, IR Ak,
MmE S (Scungicongwon Lgi, August 13, 1873); ...ikEs, [L2
R T2 230, KA, migRFnl, S+ A, KBk
Fnl, R0y +R 70, i1, R N B30, i % W) T HhEs b,
Az &, B, ML i E, R, SR B
Bl TEEE AR, ANl 2 R R, SRR (LN SR, R AR
iR, W E R O, Afuly, Jh IR, fef ¢ pREA
M, B B, i RTZE00 0 M B4 — R % ... (Seungjeongwon Tlgi,
March 30, 1874)

TR PR TR B R ALl M R R B i s AR
SRR FER L, REH KR R DEENE 8 R L T E
T i ML AT o A e B R R DR RS 2 B %
WE M 25, P MHE T2 At T ETD Y 5 e LA — & dminlin sy
LB A HIOERE S % % L S FERTTHES < AR
(Tlseongnok, October 15, 1877); ... "M, #& A B850, (& AT ENHE
=, FRIES LA SR A% 0, B HIGEE, Dl mify ek, 1L, B
KEOIRA LB 5. LA, 2ROl b, o A QL S, 4R
FEE, P ASENREL, H RS ok, BN, B e, A%,
EEL FREE R W ARKZT, M FB R E R LSTEN
HRE, LA ARTO, BRI, LREE K 2%, M
W ST, MR M, ETh R LA, FEIETN, & A0,
BT R B, PERE . LRR, 1A RREY BRI, BRI
R, T KHINEL 2 RS FAR. B, RLEE AR BREERL, W 0K, &
HPFMGER. . . (Seungjeongwon Tlgi, March 25, 1879); .. |1, #fi&Ez
AL A, MRS, darhu? 0O, PRERIETE A, BT R HARSR, M
(LRI R, (RS, HIE S b, B, (SR &
R, (RN VAR, T ONER, U i, £ 55 TR U2 B, U5
RFNENLAENE . 1M, B, Rz 4O, 7 855+ —, mo B E3,
ST (Seungjeom-gwon Tlgi, April 8, 1881)

oL EH, 2 ERRT A W T D TBIR S LS IR
Hiz of B, AL, F 5%, ... (Seungicongwon Ilgi, August 28,
1880)

"B BEE RS, SN VERE L. R, IRV R, S
EI LN, NG AR, RS T TBKN, ML IRIm), RETR
%, {Scungjcongwon lgi, Seplember 24, 1876)
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says that Gojong was fascinated by the western architectare
(Savage-Landor, 1999} so it supports his inlerest in the weslern
archilecture.

Figure 1. Gwanmungak(# 3Z[) under construction. ref. the 20th
commemoration exhibilion of Korca-Russian (reaty of army.

3.2 Attempt at Western Building Construction
through the construction of Gwanmungak{(8F4)

As shown trom above, numerous constructions continued
from the carly Gojong’s reign and The mosl helerogencous
building is Gwanmungak( 1888~ 1891, Figure 1). Several western
buildings appeared in some opened ports centered on Incheon
and Busan along with installation of a concession but the first
western building is Paichai Hakdang (1887 in Hanscong.
Shorlly therealier, construclion of Gwanmungak by Gojong was
done so it may be said as an example illustrating his interest in
the western architecture.

Kim (1996} and Yi (2009) show details about the construction
of Gwanmungak and maybe it was not a successful construction
in reference to corruption and faulty work. There was an
original plan to build another western building in addition
o Gwanmungak. Japanese newspaper Asahi Shimbun(# B
Fi) reported that a Russian of the Incheon Customs was
commissioned to build 2 buildings including a western and
a western-eclectic building® and a travel essay by A. llenry
Savage-Landor recorded that there was a plan (o commission
a French (o construct another building in addition (o
Gwanmugak constracted by the Russian but it was abandoned
owing to more construction expenses for Gwanmugak to three
times than expected(Savage-Landor, 1999). Reconsideration on

A There were Gigiguk Byconsachang (¥R R #1180 M¢, 1881),
Jeonhwanguk( MEE R, 1887) and Japanecse Legalion(1881-1885) in
[Tanseong before construction of Paichai TTakdang. Certainly, they had
elements of the western architecture but it is unreasonable to say them
as western building in terms of material, form and organization of
engincers, 1o such a sense, it is reasonable (o say Paichai Hakdang as the
first western building.

' Tu the last paper, there was a mention about construction of a royal
palace. There was a method W construct two buildings of the western and
the western-eelectic and made Mr. so-and-so, a Russian at the [ncheon
Customs design and supervise. TTe was said to be a considerably skilled
man having a bachelor ‘s degree of architecture. TTojo and Chingunyoung
had (v pay construction expenses but Nactang money of 550,000
Jeon{corwesponding W forty thousand won) was added(Asahi-shimbun,
May 11, 1888, Scolumm-2page, translated by the writer).
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reliability of the material is needed since it was not recorded by
Korean partics. However, Savage-Landor had a close relalion
with Seredin Sabatin who constructed Gwanmungak so il
may be assamed that mention about Gwanmungak heard
from Sabatin has higher reliability. Also, it is likely that there
was discussion aboul consiructing 2 western buildings in (hat
similar menlions appeared (wice in the contemporary records.
Iiventually only Gwanmangak was completed and there was no
attempt by Gojong at constracting western buildings till about
1900 when they were construcled in carnest al Kycongungung.
The biggest reasons why weslern archileclure was avoided were
that construction of Gwanmungak was not going smoothly and
it failed in functioning enough as the western building because
ol faulty work and also weslern archilecture was regarded as
being below expeclalions (Cultural Heritage Administralion
of Korea, 2006). It is assumed that the reason why Gojong
attepted to construct a western building was that he thought it
was advantageous (o diplomacy wilh weslern powers™,

It is difficult 1o determine use of Gwanmungak since there
was no special mention after completion. | lowever, in relation
to installation of a palace for enshrining the portrait of the king
al Kyeongungung, an oflicial gazetle records thal Tae-Sun Lee,
a minister of Gungnacbu 10ld the King (o install a new palace
at Kyeongungung, citing examples of Jubaplu( @i ©1#) and
Seobyanggak{EF &) at Changdeokgung, 'Taenyeongjeon{ 4%
k) al Kyconghuigung, and Gwanmungak and Tibokjac(%
175y al Gyeongbokgung™. Tt shows that the major purpose
of Gwanmungak and [ibokjae was to enshrine the portrait of
the king and keep royal books like Juhapla and Seohyanggak.
As mentioned above, it has connection o Gojongs inleresl
in buildings strong against lire. Through reconstruction of
Gwanmungak keeping the portrait of the king and books
vulnerable to fire with much attention as the western building, it
is assumed that there was intention (o increase their preservalion
ellects. Besides, reconstruction of Jibokjae was determined in
1891 when planning for western construction was completed or
stopped. Jibokjae has a characteristic ot a substitate for western
buildings stopped alter planning in that it was used identically
to Gwanmungak. In other words, Jibokjae had high resistance (o
tire comparing with Korean traditional structure, as the Chinese
Gyeongsan-styled(# =) building having brick side walls.
So this building is suitable (o keep books. The Jeonbang (275)
ol Pojeon{#i8) al (he backside of Jonggak constructed in the
almost similar period is another example to select a Gyeongsan-

* Joseon royal palace planned to repair it this time so Junggunso(in
charge of building) was installed already and construction work started
on last Sth, { ellipsis}... Fire broke oul twice and the hall of the palace
was lost but the nation was busy so repair could not he done. | lowever,
in these years, state atfairs including the domestic and diplomatic are
frequent and today its narrowness could be Lell. So wday, construction
canw W be starled{Asahi-shimbun, August 29, 1888, 2column-2page,
translated by the writer).

* E AR AR B A NS, AT, WEELCRME, e
AlGBEEN BREFRER REE AR CMLEES, M/t
HOT B AGR ST, HTE TS A, AR R 2) D IR, (o uiess.
{The official gazette, June 15, 1897, No.663)}

styled building as the fire-resistant structure. {Kokasho, 1921;
Sco, 2014) Also Scokeodang( &R E) of Kycongungung was
reconstructed in Gyeonsan styled building after the fire of 1904
(Seo, 2014)

4. THE CONSTRUCTION OF KYEONGUNGUNG{5 ¥ )
& A NUMBER OF WESTERN BUILDINGS (1896-~1907)

4.1 Experience of Agwanpacheon & Change
of Recognition on Western Architecture

Il seems thal Gojong changed his idea on the western
architecture owing to Agwanpacheon. The Russian Legation
where he stayed during Agwanpacheon was designed by Sabatin,
an architect who also designed Gwanmugak constructed at
Gyeongbokgung. However, both buildings showed considerable
qualitative difterence. It is likely that Gojong thought that failure
of Gwanmugak was caused from a problem of the western
archileciure ilsell or insullicient competency of the individual
archilect,

Iowever, he changed his idea after living at the Russian
Legation. | le came to live a stand-up life using a bed and a desk
escaping [rom a sedentary life in the existing space. Gojong
was nol [amiliar with such a lite and it is assumed that he had
difficulty in getting accustomed to a new life because he was
in his 40s. Llis subjects were worried about such a point so
recommended him (o Iransfer o a Korean house™ he could
live a life before while inquiring alter him as follows. And
then, Gojong replied, ‘T spent time in summer and winter
at the Russian Legation, there are many good things than a
Korean house in summer and not bad in winter compared with
ondoll A mention by Beom-Jo Jeong (o recommend Gojong
to transfer shows general recognition that western buildings
were inconvenient for people to live a life and so was Gojong,
That is, Gojongs prejudice against a weslern building seems (0
have disappeared by his living there. There are records Gojony
enjoved coffee, cat his hair and changed clothes to western-
styled ones during Gap-O Reform so it may be said that Gojong
did not stick to Korean (raditional life stvle all the time.

Furthermore, experience during Agwanpacheon made him get
rid of doubts about Sabatin. Gojong came to know convenience
and comtort of the western architecture after living a life at the
weslern building constructed by Sabatin and trusthis abilities. A,
J. Whigham, an English journalist, said that Gojong took refuge
in the Russian [Legation, satished at living there, decided to build
a new palace at its hill (Whigham, 2009}, In fact, it is dithcalt to
assume Lhat location of Kveongungung was decided under the
influence of his living at the Russian Legation but certainly it was
an opportunity tor Gojong to turn into the western architecture
actively.

Sl AL E R -, i S EHIZREE 2 R B4 AR E
L GE, BUETRES, MUA HMF, RS E. R G,
TOOAB RRAE. fuME, B, IR O TENE .o B, Tl
BRTENE, BB EIGERERT AN T Tl R 8T B0, i
MEATRES, VR R S, BT s, TS TR A
TLL AR S B & . (lscongnok, August 14, 1896)




4.2 Suggestions of Western Building
Constructions at Kyeongungung

Before coming back [rom the Russian Legalion, Gojong
made Kycongungung repaired on a large scale, near (o
new construction. lle returned to Kveongungung after
Agwanpacheon for 1 vear from Leb., 1896 to L'eb., 1897. That
year, on Ocl., 1897, he ascended the emperor and began 1o use
the era name Gwangmu(J6at) bul the independent era name
Geonyang( &F5) had been used already from Ist, Jan. 1896,
Kyeongungung was the space constructed as the lmperial Palace
conlorming o a form of the Iraditional palace,

However, after returning (o Kycongungung, Gojong’s
construction activities were concentrated on the western
architecture. Western buildings including Wonsabua( JolhIiF,
1899}, Jeonggwanheon(FFELEF, 1900), Guscongheon (TLEKEF,
1900), Dondeokjeon(1$7EE, 1900~ 1901), Iung_.,-mx-'congjcon(ﬁ
BHEZ, 1902}, llwanbyeokjeong( R 55, around 1900),
Seokjojeon{1901~1909) were constructed in order. Jeongdong
where Kyeongungung were located had no enough space since
there were official residences of America, Brilain, France and
Germany. | lence, as for Kyeongungung, clear space division
was impossible unlike Gyeongbokgung and other palaces.
Kyeongungung had o ensure space needed at the place where
legations ol cach nation were scaltered (Figure 2). Therelore,
new western buaildings at Kyeongungung were located between
western spaces, scenery where western architecture mixed with
foreign official residences (Figure 3).

‘the Russian Legation
Hwanbyeok-Jeong
B <todion Hotel e R A —
K pondeok-eon
gﬂu French Legation m "'m />
(el st Bidg,, the British Legation
; Mm”"lﬂm Guseong-Heon
Sontaglfhem) ot S CIARE)
-
Se0kjo-Jeon(E B )
_the First Church of Jeongdong
0%
the Board of Generals of the
) Ry
Buikding iz Sched!
[ wnmmswnxmwg #ary
the F tions and OFf
- ofa Eﬁ‘mw e e ﬂm
- ho“(% German Consulate: [ |
of 3 Western i the Palace Hotel
Forei lions Offices
!]ﬂf-mrg!w 'Me [ tafian Consulate

Figure 2. 'lhe plan view of Kycongungung and
the surroundings in 1902, ref. (ta, § (1938)

Figure 3. The overall view of Kyeongungung and
the surroundings in 1901, ref. | lomes (2012}
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[t is reasonable to assume that the most powerful intention
of Gojong was involved in consiruclion of weslern buildings
al Kyeongungung but it means that several weslern buildings
could be constructed at the same time since there were
improvements in problems of technology or material supply
and demand. Faulty work at Gwanmugak could be originated
{rom corruption of burcaucrals bul there could be problems
in lacking of experience and technology and material supply
and demand. Ln those days, Korea had many limitations to
conslructing western buildings since mass production of bricks
was impossible, all of weslern windows and doors had (o be
imported and there were few experienced engineers. | lowever,
in such a period, simultaneous constructions of western
buildings al Kyeongungung mean that such problems were
improved. Maybe there was difficully in material supply and
demand along with construction expenses as shown from using
materials left from demolition of Gwanmugak for construction
of Kycongungung™ but there was quantum leap compared with
prior limes. Failure of Gwanmugak could not be repeated along
with intention of Gojong and supportive circumstances.

4.3 Gojong’s Architectural View shown from

Construction Order of Main Royal Palaces

at Kyeongungung

In case of the Beopjeon, the most important building at

Kycongungung, construction of a new Beopjeon was delermined
in 1901° alter using Jeukjodang as Beopjeon withoul formal
Beopjeon™. In 1902, the new Beopjeon, Junghwajeon was
completed” {IYigure 4.). Construction of the Beopjeon was done
alter weslern building mentioned above was almost compleled
so il was said that delay of Tunghwajeon construction caused
from financial problems™. Tlowever, it is less persuasive since
costly western buildings were constructed hetore [unghwajeon.
Rather, financial problems seem (o have been caused [rom
excessive constlructions of western buildings™, leading (o

LB BEERE BERNEWREE AR TWN R+
‘EHb R P L} SRR, FEEEREN TR R 8
TR B A Yk TR R TT-E+ L e iSRS e 5

TAFNEEE FEMIBIL Al HEATILEE ABRES ) 2
MG .1 1BYEA 3T, (Demand Proposal of Lach Department( % 7
F&5%), August 1, 1901)

6 A S ILRE P AR, LU 1T W A= B LRSI T
¥, T LLEDETLE 7T 1T, (Scungjeongwon [lgi, July 16, 1897)

7o k0, B AR IRRMERT. EREER. O, EEEETR, SE LG
%, BLhE LR IR I RS T, R 4O SR, Pk o[ LU LA TR
TEAT A, BRIME NG e, ﬁlﬂ..-ﬂ:ﬂfﬂﬁ%ﬁ, riT i A AR
A BEREEE, A 5T =%. SRR &R, T"E’;
AREMERITRUA, &~ HUFHRES b, 2K 0% of LU D, 0451554
iR, F i A%, (Seungjeongwon lgi, August 14, 1901}

* anH, IIW”L“H-?” W, IR R S 2, Al P TnRE, R
(Scungjeongwon Ilgi, April 5, 1902)

R SN g c VA N A UL - W T ST TR =R Y, - N) N O e S
HRETED IS BT, BEET SR, &S N 2L (Scung-jeongwon Ilgi, July
12, 1901)

* As for Scokjojeon, construclion expensces increased because of several
problems and 1,290,000 won( 7} astronomical amount in thuse days
were spent. (Ota, 1938)
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Figure 1. Junghwajcon before a fire of 19041, Rel.
National Palace Museum of Korea (2010}

a request for a loan from France (Whigham, 2009). Ultimately,
il shows thal weslern buildings were regarded as importanl
enough (o construct them belore the new Beopjeon of the
Imperial Palace even in such a difficult situation. As for
Seokjojeon, there are opinions about how it was used that it was
planned as Beopjeon ol Kyeongungung (Kim. U, 2014) and 1l
was nol planned as Beopjeon, merely reflecling a suggestion by
Brown, an Inspector General of Castoms in those days (Kim. Y,
2014). Both opinions have difference in how much intention of
Gojong was reflected in the construction of Scokjojeon bul share
recognition [hat it was the product [rom a process accepling the
western civilization actively.

4.4 The other Constructions of Gojong

Gojong did not concentrale only on the weslern architecture
after Agwanpacheon. Along with various Korean traditional
buaildings including Janghwajeon, he alse constructed two-
storied buildings like Scokeodang (F#H ) and Guycodang(fu
i, 1913) at Kyeongungung,, making a new atlempl at the
traditional architecture. On the other hand, a new temporary
palace Punggyveonggung(1902) was constructed in I'vongyang.
In addition (o the Chinese-styled architecture shown {rom
Hwangudan{E £4¥) or Namkwanwangmyo{1899) and some
side walls of Seokeodang, simple-typed western buildings like
Wonsubu were constructed and used actively. It reveals that
Gojong was the king who was much interested not only in the
western archilecture but also in the architecture itsell.

5. CONCLUSION

Gojong was nlerested not only weslern architecture but also
in the architecture itself. And it is nataral for him to engage in
various architectural activities. At the time, it was the period
when western civilization was introduced and inflow of the
weslern architecture was done together. Hence, il seems
reasonable that Gojong expressed interest in the western
architecture and constracted many western buildings.

. There may be (wo explanations [or Gojongs inlerest in
the architecture as follows. Firstly, Gojong’s interest in the

architecture may be originated from his pure hobby or taste.
Conslruction works he experienced when young during the
Heungseon Dacewongun Years could be rich nourishment
for his interest in the architecture. Secondly, it is assumed
that Gojong thought the western architecture useful in the
internalional sitvation. Despite high interest in the western
archileclure, Gojong did nol engage in construction aclively
after Gwanmugak. [lowever, his attitude changed during
Agwanpacheon and it can be said that he considered those
days” international situation including diplomalic relalions.
Originated [rom inlerest in the archilecture, he came (o be
interested in the western architecture with related information
accumulated and also judge that it would be helpfal for
diplomacy. However, there is doubl as (o whether it worked
since weslerners could not be fascinated by weslern buildings
poorer than their own as much as Gojong, Considering the cost-
effectiveness, it is regarded that Gojongs architectural activities
failed in giving much aid o performing a diplomalic role.

Gojong showed his inlerest in the archilectore and practiced it
throughout his reign. In such a process, with increased interest
in the western architecture during Agwanpacheon, he began
lo use the western architecture in new conslruction works
actively. Herealler, western and Korean Iraditional buildings
were constructed together. Gojong expressed his keen interest
in the architecture continually during his reign and periodic
characleristics and demands plaved an imporlant role in
determining an archilectoral style and form,
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