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A Study on Elementary School Teachers' Emotions in Science
Teaching Avoidance

Eunjin Jang - Chan-Jong Kim - Seung-Urn Choe’

Seoul National University

Abstract : This study tried to investigate whether it is appropriate to define the emotions of elementary
school teachers, who avoid teaching science, as science teaching anxiety through exploring elementary
school teachers' emotional expressions and related factors. 10 elementary school teachers who were
reluctant to teach science participated in the research, and they presented their thoughts and feelings
about teaching science through semi-structured interviews. As a result of analyzing the emotional
expressions in the interview, 28 expressions of emotions appeared. Emotional expressions were divided
into three types according to the degree of inclusion of factors related to anticipation in related
situations. These results show that there are some emotional expressions that cannot be interpreted as
the science teaching anxiety. Therefore, we propose to consider science teaching avoidance emotion not
as science teaching anxiety but as a mixture of various emotions.
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Table 1. Examples of emotional expression in STAI & science teaching anxiety inventory
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Figure 1. Examples of emotional expression

and related factor analysis
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Table 2. The emotional expressions that participants mentioned about teaching science
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