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[Abstract]

The accident of Sewol Ferry is a disaster that provoked serious mental shock to the Korean people way beyond the level of
generally-perceived catastrophic aftermaths. The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between vicarious disaster
experiences through media and post-traumatic stress(PTSD) symptoms of media users related to the accident. The responses of 417 people
consisted of college, middle and high school students, and adults in a metropolitan area were collected for 12 days from the April 28,2014
right after the accident. The results showed that the level of PTSD of social media users were higher than that of traditional media
(newspapers or TV news) users on the accident. Also, the amount of use of disaster news information and social media revealed positive
correlations with PTSD. Implications of this study are to demonstrate possible mechanisms of psychological trauma mediated by media on

a disaster and its empirical data and to facilitate further research.
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Table 1. News media use during the Sewol disaster

Variable Category Case(N=417) Percent(%)
Newspaper 85 20.4
N di TV 149 35.7
CWs media Social media 164 39.3
channel use —
Missing 19 4.6
Sum 417 100.0
3) 230 48 WTlo] ol &% & ATANEISHA 44
ALz A7 A8 221 717 B9k Ak se] sl o A
AARQl FFAAH o] &S dolr Y] ] A, WE 9 A
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Table 2. General characteristics of the respondents

. Number of Percent(%) or
Variable  Category respondents Mean(l\SI(S)D))
Male 176 422
Sex Female 241 57.8
Lowest 12
Age Highest 25 16.76(3.56)
Under high school 182 43.6
Education Under graduate 210 50.4
Missing 25 6.0
Less than 100 57 13.7
100~less than 200 23 55
200~less than 300 36 8.6
300~less than 400 63 15.1
ffiﬁﬁﬁewm 400~less than 500 50 12.0
500~less than 600 35 8.4
600~less than 700 26 6.2
700 or more 65 15.6
Missing 62 14.9
V. ezt
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<A 1> AT AL A, fr2vite) Fuslos 2

4 wjtjo] gz AEAQN AT Aol gk nijo] 41
2| % g0] PTSDe ojw gk xfo] & YeRl=4] &4 8k Al o]
ol AR Fol g AGS AT, TV, 24 vit]o= L&
ste] PTSD 72] ztol & ¥hal= dYRighia] 2 AR5y
AN} <3 3>T) <3 4>l AAEo] ik WA <3E 3>



A= O] Q= vke} o], MEE AL A] AlEo] T2 o]
sh= wtjo] AR AT, TV, &4 njt]ofof & A4
Q)2 A 0 Z frefu| gk Abo] & YERITHE(2, 394)=6.639,
p<O01). ©]= S o] 27 =2]¢] £} s 7ol A& 2ol A
2 AG AR AL miTio] w7l A AlE]A o) Al
o|&Esh= m|to] - olu} Ao JEFS -5 A gh)
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oH] FA A7} <3E 4>¢l] AR Eo] vk FAETE B,
A TVES 2 TV 24 vdo] AldS B4 Alds
AFEE A3 9 wtlo] A1 1 Agd o 3o BAA
2pol 5 st 4= GIATHA BTV 13k = -.277, p=081; TV
W A o sgk= - 257, p=1243). WHH AL S AL A S
8 AL ARE b vto] Afdo] aliEa) A wt]o]
Al A= A2 o2 52 PTSD Aol7f EAIA o2
omElA UERFTHAIRE: M(SD) = 2.59(1.142), 22 w]t]ol:
M(SD) =3.21(1.033), 13k = 535, p<.001). ©]| 2] 3+ A}= Al F-3}
244 wjtjo] Ade] A A R E ddshi= P24 Aol
711gkckar & 4= vk AlEE AR Ao e ddEe
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T AL oju) 2| 9} S A dsto] Ae] 4 o) gl S 1]

213 55 BAA o= 18 4 i

E 3. w2%E o|t]of AE F0|& FEke| PTSD Xfol24
Table 3. Media user group differences of PTSD

95% Confidence
Interval for Mean
M(SD) Lower Upper F(dfl1,df2)
Bound Bound
2.59(1.142) 241 2.78

Variable  umber
of group

Newspaper 85

TV 149 2.87(1.097) 270 3.04 6.639
< 2, 394)**
Social 1 cr 31301.033) 291 335 B9
media
. **p<.01

E 4. w235 o|C|of Y o|8TTe| PTSD 0| AtE H|u
Table 4. Post-hoc analyses for mean differences of the
news media user groups

. . Mean
(I) Variable (J) Variable difference(I]) SD p-value
™V =277 125 .081
Newspaper - -
Social media  -.535%* 150 .001
™v Newspaper 277 125 .081
Social media  -.257 147 243
sk
Social media Newspaper 535 150 .001
TV 257 147 243
*xp<.01

4-2 wAZEe} A4 0IC|0f 0128 X 21FAIEISH2| PTSD
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PTSDO] 1) 3%= Q13h2] g A1 TALSI 84 4402 el 7}
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Table 5. Impact of news media and social media use on
PTSD

. Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variable
B t-value B t-value B t-value
Male =206 -3.960%** - 185  -3.531%k*k _ 154  -2.987%*
Age .031 248 .037 .306 .080 .666
Education =211 -1.690 -.168  -1.345 -.193 -1.585
Income .052 1.033 .048 953 .065 1.329

News media
use

127 2.365% 128 2.442%

Social media
use

223 4.361%***

Sumof B .127(12.534)***  140(11.279)*** .186(13.050)***
R’ change 014(5.592)* .045(19.014)**
= 1. p= EEstE AN

2. *p<.05, *xp<.01, **xp<.001
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