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The Relationship with the Knowledge, Confidence in Performance and Nursing
Professional Values on Patient Safety of Undergraduate Nursing Students
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to define the implications for improving the performance
confidence of nursing students. The study was conducted by surveying a target sample of
nursing students. The following data were collected: students’ knowledge regarding patient
safety, performance confidence, and nursing professional value. The subjects were 309 junior and
senior students in the department of nursing science in K University located in G and K province.
The data was collected from October 15, 2017 to November 15, 2017. The collected data were
analyzed with the SPSS 23.0K using descriptive statistics, t-test, One-Way ANOVA, and
Pearson Correlation Coefficient. The study results were that the senior students showed a
significantly higher level of knowledge about patient safety than did the junior students (t=3.69,
p<.001). With the exceptions of two attributes, education regarding the patient safety and nursing
professional value, all other characteristics were variables to a significant difference in
performance confidence (p<.05). Moreover, all characteristics except for the school year were
variables to a significant difference in nursing professional value (p<.05). A weak correlation was
shown between the knowledge regarding patient safety and performance confidence (r=.148,
p<.001). A moderate correlation was shown between nursing professional value and performance
confidence (r=.456, p<.001). Reinforced education regarding patient safety is recommended to
improve the nursing students’ performance confidence for clinical practice.
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