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The Relationship between Attachment and Childrens Friendship Network and Friendship Quality:
Focusing on the Mediating Effect of Empathy

Pyeong Hwa Lee - Yoolim Shin
Department of Child & Family Studies, The Catholic University of Korea, Bucheon, Korea

Abstract

This study investigated associations between attachment and friendship. This study also examined the mediating
effects of empathy on the association between two variables. Participants consisted of 4" to 6" grade elementary
school children including 173 boys and 141 girls. Two elementary schools were located in Seoul and Bucheon.
Children participated in a peer nomination interview. They nominated their three most liked peers. Children's
responses to the best friend of the peer nomination identified the children's best friends. A Friendship Quality Scale
measured children's positive friendship quality and friendship satisfaction. Children completed the Inventory of the
Parent and Peer Attachment Scale that assessed maternal and paternal attachment. In addition, they completed a
children's version of the Empathy Quotient that measured empathy. Pearson's correlation and Structural Equation
Modeling were used to analyse the data. The results indicated that attachment had a direct influence on friendship
network. Children who had the high levels of attachment security had large friendship network. However,
attachment did not have a significant effect on friendship quality. Moreover, empathy had mediating effects on
the association between attachment and friendship quality as well as the friendship network. The results of this
research highlight the importance of attachment and empathy on children’s friendship.
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Table 1. Means and Standard Deviation of Variables (N=314)

Variables M SD
Paternal attachment 3.87 .70
Maternal attachment 4.00 61
Empathy 1.25 34
Friendship quality 3.20 45
Friendship network 5.43 3.09

Table 2. Correlations among Variables (N=314)

Variables 1 2 3 4
1. Paternal attachment
2. Maternal attachment 851"
3. Empathy 494" 5207
4. Friendship quality 3460 4120 550
5. Friendship network 250" 267" 238" 224"
“p<.001
www.fer.or.kr
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Figure 1. Research model.

Table 3. Fit Index of the Measurement Model

02 df p TLI CFI RMSEA
56.581 49 164 995 997 025

pdy %OJ{_LJ ﬁigg AbHE A= Figure 1 Y Table 4

Hayt 2 Zaitof tfgt A= Figure 2 %! Table 58} At} of
“CT I;gl ‘LP_ 0401_11 ol—o}—x]u]. 7].;\{51

Friendship
quality

Friendship
network

Figure 2. Path analysis of the association between attachment and friendship
as mediated by empathy. p<.05, p<.001
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Table 4. Path Estimates of Latent Variables (V=314)

Path B B S.E. t
Attachment — empathy 278 598 031 8.886
Empathy — friendship quality 1382 724 181 7.637"

Empathy — friendship network 2147 219 843 2546
Attachment — friendship quality -008 -009 .063 -123
Attachment — friendship network 766 168 345 2222

<05, p<.001

Table 5. Direct, Indirect and Total Effects of Friendship from Attachment, Empathy
(V=314)

Direct Indirect Total

Path effects effects effects SMC
Attachment — empathy 598" - 598" 358
Empathy — friendship quality 724" - 7247 519
Attachment — friendship quality ~ -.009 4337 424 519
Empathy — friendship network 219 - 219 120
Attachment — friendship network 168 131 300" 120

‘<05, p<.001
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