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Abstract

This study discusses the ambivalence and ambiguity in the relationship between the
women's body and fashion drawings in respect to post-feminism perspectives, Deconstructivist
post-feminists, perceiving the body as a passive subject, asserted that women internalize the
male gaze by becoming the object of male desire, then manipulate the body to conform
to that ideal. In this perspective, corsets assumed the role of the tool for forcing women's
body to be obedient, restraining and suppressing the body. On the other hand, in the
essentialist post-feminist perspective, which regards the women's body as an active object,
insists that fashion, in its essence, is not necessarily about sex, nor is it devised to attract
the male gaze. In such a viewpoint, the women's body functions as a vehicle for
empowerment; by wearing corset women gain power and embraces the cultural norms of
dominant beauty. As investigated in this study, the corset is both a tool for oppressing the
women's body, as well as a vehicle for the voluntary expression of femininity. This
ambivalence in the perception of the corset in the post-feminist theory represents the
double-sided perspective in fashion as being both a subordinate construction and a
powerful tool for self-expression.
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