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Abstract

This study analyzed the substitute behavior of mothers of infants or elementary-school-aged children in terms of
consumption. For this study, in-depth interviews were conducted with women residing in the Seoul metropolitan
area who show significant interest in their children. The interviews were analyzed based on the grounded theory.
The findings of this study are as follows. First, mothers show substitute behavior for their children's appearance.
The younger the children, the more substitute consumption exhibited by mothers. As children grow older and are
able to choose what to wear, mothers show less substitute behavior tendencies regarding appearance management.
Second, mothers tend to exhibit substitute behavior regarding their children's academic achievements. Mothers
hope their children will be more successful than themselves were or will achieve the dreams that they failed to
accomplish, which drives substitute behavior. Mothers affectionately provide children with financial support so they
can obtain academic achievement and they hope their children will have successful occupations in the future. Third,
mothers who are not satisfied with their appearance and have low self-esteem are more likely to exhibit substitute
behavior with their children. This study will be helpful in understanding mothers' motivation and psychological
factors regarding the support of their children.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants

Family and Environment Research fer

oo} shejel ok cheluial T1o] Pt 4wl 2Hlste] ofu)
U] chejuisel ek A A 52 EstA stk Smet 4
Uiz Qo] A A TAS s, B8] T of5e] ]
sl ofulue} o WS PAE WA m (Park, 1994), 2 of
o F1EAAS 710] ojulgt PARTHE 4ol 712
A A5k EAS 7HIckIm & Chun, 2000). whebd] 2 ol
=T 7] ol 2 ATl RIS ARt

B gl o] Z5st, s 29 o)) sete 71|
3 gl oy % frol ZEakAIel Wol glow, Aol A 7
Ao] W ofnUl S W thalo. Akt At Hele
orobni] gfstel WA Hefak SEA} HleE £4S 7hA The

7] (snowball sampling) &% #R-2

AlAeelar, 2 Wi+ 139 o2 QG- AIEH] EAJ2 Table 1
L R U A I A PR Aoﬂﬂﬂﬂl 4 Z1Eo] 9wl B, C, D,
E #fofzje} o]

Fotiar, B Jolxke] A7i® F, G ofiE
2 JLE Foite] AR L, M ZofRls 2ol
HHskct, LE@, W AEol Q| H, 1, J, K Folx= 28 ¥
araleh, S A= AEAl AFAE 128, 471 AFARE 19
o]glar, Zroixte] el 32404 46M1E 30th7E 117, 40th7t

202 300y oA} Pkt M et Bl WAL A
RPFR 1 WAL 5RO g ek ol ] o)

Case Age Occupation Children Residence
A 39 Employee One daughter(2 years old) Yongsan-gu, Seoul
B 34 Housewife One daughter(1 years old) Seodaemun-gu, Seoul
C 34 Teacher One daughter(4 years old) Gangnam-gu, Seoul
D 32 Housewife One daughter(2 years old) Mapo-gu, Seoul
E 34 Self-employed One daughter(2 years old) Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul
F 34 Employee One daughter(4 years old), one son(2 years old) Seodaemun-gu, Seoul
G 34 Employee One daughter(4 years old) Seodaemun-gu, Seoul
H 46 Teacher One son(3" grade in middle school), one daughter(6" grade in elementary school) Seocho-gu, Seoul
| 44 Teacher One daughter(6" grade in elementary school), one son(4" grade in elementary school)  Songpa-gu, Seoul
J 38  Teacher One daughter(4" grade in elementary school) Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul
K 37 Teacher One son and one daughter(1* grade in elementary school) Namyangju-shi, Gyeonggi-do
L 36 Employee One daughter(3" grade in elementary school), one son(5 years old) Yangcheon-gu, Seoul
M 31 Employee One daughter(3" grade in elementary school) Yangcheon-gu, Seoul
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Casual condition
Phenomenon Action/interaction
- Low birth rate Substitute behavior . )
- Difficult pregnancy - Consumption relating
substitute behavior in

terms of appearance and
academic achievement

Consequence

- Increased children's clothing
consumption
- Increased education expense

Contextual condition

- Emphasis on social face - Age of child
- Emphasis on appearance
- Propensity to show off

Intervening condition

- Academic achievement of child
- Mother's self-esteem

Figure 1. Maternal substitute behavior paradigm focused on child's academic achievement and appearance.
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Table 2. Categorization of Concepts regarding Substitute Behaviors of Mothers
Concepts Subcategories Categories Paradigm
A deep affection for only one or two children a deep affection for one or two children low birth rate casual condition
Having one child and supporting everything for the child
Having a deep affection for the child born with difficult a deep affection and active economic support for difficult pregnancy
pregnancy child born with difficult pregnancy
Sacrificing for the child born with difficult pregnancy and
raise the child without any shortage
Maintaining the work to support financially the precious child
born during a difficult pregnancy
When going out, making the child wear famous branded psychological involvement in other people’s emphasis on social face  contextual condition
clothes because of the gaze of others evaluation of their child
Carefully choosing the child's clothes when they meet people
they do not know
Feeling ashamed or becoming sullen when only her child changed feelings in others' evaluation of their
wears cheap clothes child
Thinking the appearance of a child is same as the appearance  mother's responsibility for the child's appearance  emphasis on appearance
of a mother
Thinking that appearance is important regardless of the child's
academic achievement
Thinking their child's appearance is very important and
competitive
Tending to compare their child's appearance with other showing off their child's appearance to others propensity to show off
children and wanting to show their superiority if the child is
very young
Tending to show off the child's appearance to unfamiliar
people
Hoping their child is superior to others in terms of academic ~ hoping their child's academic achievement is
achievement better than others and showing off that facts
Wanting to show off to others if their child has outstanding
academic achievement
Considering her child to be a part of her or one of precious regarding their child's appearance and academic  substitute behavior phenomenon
things achievement as the same as those of mothers
Feeling like she has been praised if her child receives praise
from someone else in appearance or study
Decorating her child's appearance as she wants substitute behavior towards appearance and
academic achievement of the child
Wanting her child to have a good educational background or
occupation that she did not have
Saving money on her own clothes and spending on their decreased consumption for mothers, increased  consumption relating  action/interaction

child's clothing consumption of children's goods substitute behavior in
terms of appearance and
academic achievement
Not buying mother's clothes because of changed appearance  negative emotions on mother's appearance
after delivering a child change and decrease in purchase

Feeling depressed in the changed appearance after giving birth
and concentrating on decorating the child's appearance

532 | Vol.56, No.6, December 2018: 527-539 www.fer.or.kr
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Table 2. Continued
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Concepts Subcategories Categories Paradigm
The younger the child is, the more she spend to decorate her  changes in the consumption patterns according  age of child intervening
child's appearance to the child' age condition
The younger the child is, the more she decorates her child's
appearance as she want
Not able to choose the child's clothes a mother wants because becoming diverse in mother's substitute behavior
the child gets own tastes as she grows and consumption according to the child' age
Becoming more economically supportive if her child wears the
clothes she wants
Likely to pay more attention to the child's appearance if the  relationships between of child's academic academic achievement
child's academic achievement is low achievement and appearance of child
Reduced mother's self-esteem because of changed appearance the relationship between low mother's self- mother's self-esteem
after giving birth esteem and the substitute behavior towards the
child's appearance
Satisfied in decorating her pretty child in whatever she wears
Wishing her child do the study well and fulfill her dreams satisfaction with the child's achievement depends
on her mother's previous record and dreams
Purchasing child's clothing in a variety of channels, including  purchase through various channels increased children's consequence

offline and online
Increase in overseas direct purchases

Buying the child's clothing more than is needed and
sometimes hiding the clothes

The younger the child is, the more clothing a mother

purchases and child's age

Depending on private tutoring because she cannot evaluate
her child's ability to study objectively

mothers' desire for their child's academic
achievement and depending on private education expense

clothing consumption

rationalizing excessive and compulsive buying

relationship between child's clothing purchase

increased education
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