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Abstract

Objective: The purpose of the study was to examine public kindergarten teachers’ concept knowledge on
inclusion education and to compare concept knowledge by teacher types (general teachers with experience of
inclusion, general teachers without experience of inclusion, and special teachers).

Methods: The subjects, sixty early childhood teachers in public kindergarten, were asked to draw concept
maps illustrating their understanding of inclusion education for young children. The collected concept maps
were analyzed using the methods utilized by Novak and Gowin (1984) as well as You and Kim (2018).
Results: The results were as follows. First, 209 superordinate concepts were shown, and they were categorized
into 13 representative superordinate concepts. Second, 1,585 subordinate concepts were shown. Among them,
partial inclusion, complete inclusion, and teacher cooperation were frequently used. Third, contents of concept
knowledge on inclusion education varied by teacher types.

Conclusion/Implications: Discussions were included to support and enhance early childhood teachers’ content

knowledge on inclusion education for young children with special needs.
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