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A Study on the Improvement of the Maritime Safety Supervisor System
for the Reinforcement of Coastal Ship Safety Control
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Abstract : The biggest change in the field of coastal ship safety control since the accident of passenger ship Sewol has been the introduction of
the maritime safety supervisor system. With its introduction, the safety control system in coastal passenger ships was changed from consisting of
operation managers and marine police to operation managers and a newly-introduced maritime safety supervisor. The safety control system for coastal
cargo ships was also converted from relying on ship inspection officers to having a maritime safety supervisor and ship inspection officers. However
some negative elements have surfaced due to confusion related to the scope of work in the coastal cargo shipping field. These have been caused by
dividing the supervisory agency, a lack of work continuity given non-permanent public official status, low supervisor qualifications overlooking reality,
and limitations of the order for improvement to secure seaworthiness. It is essential that the maritime safety supervisor system be solidified to
reinforce coastal ship safety control. Therefore, systematic safety control in the coastal cargo shipping industry should be conducted by a single,
integrated government agency, and the area covered by the order for improvement to secure seaworthiness should be extended. Also limitations of the
supervisor recruitment system due to non-permanent public official status should be simultaneously improved. In addition, it is necessary to upgrade

supervisor qualifications to require experience with surveyors of international class, ship captains, and chief engineers.
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KST
1979
Non-Member
14
5,712 (General ship)
66,127 (Fishing ship)
1,178,250 (General ship)

68,700 (Fishing ship)

1960
Member
2217
2,990
67,829,000

Item
Establishment
IACS
No of International
Voyage Ship
Registered Ship

i

A AR R AT

Total Tonnage of

I3

R84

No of Registered Ship

Table 4. Comparison of Major Items between KR and KST

0
2
351
345

3
2
573

4th | 5th | 6th

930

742 | 371
39
35

1,209 | 289
1,194 | 265

3rd
960
779
305
285

2nd
856
327
779
305
264

1st
1,204 | 998
1,058

122

117

731

655

Total
Person
3,703
3,377
3,263
2,665
1,380
1,239

Center(2017), 2016Year Seafarer Statistical Report

: Korea Seafarer’s Welfare & Employment

Part
Engineer
Engineer

Officer

Engineer

Ship
Coastal
Ship
Ship
*) Source

Table 3. Employment Situation of Marine Officers

Foreign | Officer

Overseas | Officer

Division
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