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Abstract The purpose of this study was to investigate the difference of individuals with social anxiety tendency
and normal people according to existence of emotional context in attention processing for positive facial stimulation.
To do this, we investigated attentional processing for positive face stimuli in a condition without/with emotional
context. SADS and CES-D were administered to 800 undergraduate students in D city and the social anxiety group
(SA, n=24) and the normal control group (NC, n=24) were selected. In order to measure the two factors of attention
process (attention engagement and attention disengagement), first gaze direction and first gaze time were measured
through eye-movement tracking. The results show that the SA group exhibited faster attention disengagement from
positive face stimuli compared to the NC group in the condition without context. But, when the positive context
presented with positive face stimuli, there is no difference between SA and NC. This result suggests that the positive
background affects emotional processing of social anxiety disorder.
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