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Abstract This descriptive study was conducted to examine the factors affecting core competency, learner motivation,
and learner satisfaction of nursing students and to develop effective teaching methods. The subjects of this study were
134 nursing students. The core competencies of nursing students were higher in 3rd grade than in 2nd grade, and
the core competency, motivation, and learner satisfaction of the nursing students were higher than those of below
average students. The explanatory power of a core competency model constructed using the self-directed learning
readiness, teacher-student interaction, and academic achievement was 45.1%. Additionally, the explanatory power of
a learner motivation model based on self-directed learning readiness, teacher-student interaction, academic achievement, and
learner motivation was 47.5%, while that of a learner satisfaction model constructed using the teacher-student
interaction and learner motivation was 43.4%. In conclusion, it is necessary to improve teacher-student interaction and
self-directed learning readiness to increase core competency and learner motivation. To increase learner satisfaction,
it is necessary to intervene to encourage learner motivation and to make the teaching-student interaction efficient.
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