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Abstract

Strategic and Tactical Use of Naval Ship for
Maritime Defense during the reign of King Sejong

Min Jang-won*

The purpose of this article is to examine the ‘Discussion of maritime
defense’ which began to be discussed from the late Goryeo dynasty to the
early Joseon dynasty and the process of establishing a maritime defense
system, Also it can identify changes in the aspects of the naval ship operation
and their strategic tactics during the reign of King Sejong.

Japanese raiders began a full-scale invasion from 1350 at the late Goryeo
Dynasty, So the government realized the need to raise the ‘Sea power and to
organize the maritime defense system for defending enemy invasion, for
example, the reinforcement of naval forces, construction of warships,
develoment of weapon systems and so on, which have achieved remarkable
growth while continuing, have also been used to carry out a three-time
‘Conquest of Daemado’ in 1389, 1396, 1419,

Until then, however, it is difficult to interpret that the naval forces had a
systematic and organizational combat operation system, According to fighting
patterns on combat reports before the early days of King Sejong's reign, Our
naval forces had no advantage over the Japanese raiders in terms of their
capabilities and tactics,

Then, the period of King Sejong marked a watershed in maritime defense
history, Based on accumulated experience of naval battles and force
Projections, The paradigm shift of the naval strategic tactics for maritime

defense has occurred,

* Lieutenant, Naval Academy, R.O. K Navy,
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First, the capability of the naval vessels has improved. for example, ship
speed, durability, and weather resistance, Through these efforts, navy forces
were able to pursue and attack, destroy enemy’s ships by taking advantage of
the ‘Ship speed superiority’, This has led to tactical shifts from defensive to
offensive,

Second, purpose to support offensive tactics, the government put a strategic
plan into practice that is the forward depolyment of naval bases from the
inland to the coast, considering the ‘sea environment' and ‘threat’, By doing
so, Joseon dynasty was able to secure ‘the command of the sea’,

This may be a little different from the perception of the so-called ‘peace
period” that King Sejong’s era, We need to remember that Joseon dynasty was
working hard for its defense. When studying history of maritime defense, these
strategic and tactical elements must be fully considered. Only then we can
have a coherent understanding of the many naval battles in the past, including

the Imjin War(1592-1598).
Key Words : Naval vessel(ship), Naval Operaion, Marine defense system,
Strategic tactics, Ship speed, Japanese raiders, Conquest of

Daemado, Maritime supremacy, Naval base, Forward deployment,
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