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Abstract

Maritime Security of the Republic of Korea:
year 1998 and year 2018

Jung, Ho-Sub*

Security situations are fundamentally and rapidly changing on the Korean Peninsula.
Above all, as North Korea(NK) is heightening its nuclear and missile capabilities,
Republic of Korea(ROK) is facing an existential threat. At the same time, as China’s
economic, diplomatic and military power is quickly rising, the balance of power is
shifting and strategic competition between the Unite States(US) and China is accelerating
in the Asia-Pacific region. Under the pressure of development of these situations,
ROK seems to face allegedly the most serious crisis in its national security since the
end of the Korean War. In the current grim geopolitical situation, maritime security

may become the most difficult security challenge for ROK in the years to come.

The purpose of this paper is to compare major changes in maritime security affairs
of the ROK during last twenty years from 1998 until now(2018). 1998 was when this
journal "Strategy 21, was published for the first time by the Korea Institute for
Maritime Strategy. Then, this paper tries to identify challenges and risks with which
this country has to deal for its survival and prosperity, and to propose some
recommendations for the government, the Navy, and the Coast Guard as they are

responsible for the maritime security of the country.

The recommendations of this paper are as follows: strengthen ROK-US alliance
and expand security cooperation with regional powers in support of the maintenance
of the current security order in the region; building-up of maritime security capacity in
preparation for crisis on the maritime domain with the navy targeting to acquire ‘a

non-nuclear, balance-of-terror capability, to improve interoperability with the Coast

* Admiral (ret.)
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Guard based on ‘a national fleet,” and to actively pursue innovation in naval science
and technology. Finally, this paper proposes that naval capability the country needs in
another twenty years depends on how effectively and rigorously the navy put its

utmost efforts towards building ‘a strongest navy’ today.

Key Words: Regional Maritime Security, Power Shift, Free and Open Indo-Pacific, Sea
Lanes of Communications, ROK Navy, Coast Guard
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